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EDITORIAL

RECORDING PACIFIC ISLANDS HISTORY
15 IMPORTANT

Papua MNew Guinea like many Island
nations of the South Pacific 1z an oral
culture. We pass on mformation by word
of mouth. and thic 15 the way we retamn
our hictory and pazs it on to succesding
generations. But oral tradition has several weaknesses.
Firzily, information changes as it paszes from person to per-
gor ‘and even more =0 from generation to generation. Lhis
process makes oral tradition less authentic.

Secondly, oral tradition tends to leave out come 1mpor-
tant details of historr and by o doing means that much of
importance has been lost.

The same 15 true for the early history of the Advennst
Church 1n many parts of Papua New Guinea and also in
other parts of the Pacific [slandz  Pasztor Paul Cavanagh did
an excellent work while serving at FAU in collecting old min-
utez and other records relating to the work of the church in
Fapua New Guinsa. They are now 1n the Hemtage section of
the wmiversity library He also assgned stadents to rezearch
the establizhment of the church in varnous areas of the coun-
try as well &z in the Solomon Islands.

I helizve az a Papua New Guinean and an Izslander. it 1z
crucial for the vounger generation of 1zlanders to begin re-
cording the hiztory of the church, for since 1tz armval most of
the Iiving witnesses have died taking a wealth of information
and experience with them

S0 I was overjoved when a retired expatriate and hiz
wife took an mterest in intiating the Jowrnal of Pacific Ad-
ventist History, While we cannot retrieve history that haz
gone with those who have paszed away, we can at least zave
what remains before it 15 too late. There are valuable living
gources of information who can enrich our church’s history of
the Pacific Islands

I believe it is high time for educated people in the
Island Nations to wake up and do something about
this urgent need to record our history. o our children
will not know very mmach ahout the way God has used
His servants in forwarding His kingdom in the islands
of the sea. I thank the editor and his wife for the time
they devote to this vital work for the church, and maw
it continue in the vears ahead

Aaron Lopa D Min
Professor in Practical Theology
Pacific Adventist University
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CHURCH

Excerpt from Pacific lslands. Map reproduced with permission of UBD.
Copyright Liniversal Fress Pty Ltd EiG D&/0Z
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A REMARKABLE CHARACTER IN WAR & PEACE
—Tobinabina of Kiribati, 1943-1945, 1951-19352

A

Zate Miller, the danghter of
Prif Mee H O Mureh, soze
bovn in New Zealang, Ou &

Augwst 149 ot married
Crrgham B ANMer, one vear
after fur graduaiton from fhe

Minisierial Couvae atf the

Anstralzstan Mistonary
College, N3 From 1949
wrtil 1976, Zita served with
Crrafam in churel wors af a
unmber of lecatfions and g

rartely af posttrons o Hhe

sAugtratesien Diesron (5PD
Followmg 2's vears of monts-
frv i NETT, . Eifa and Gra-
fam were off fo mimon ser-
wice i Rrrehats where they
were staftoned on He sxlond of
Ahemama
It roas tn ehir tsolated place
that Lita ook an interest i
the culture and customs of the
I-Karthaty people,
enabling fer fo twrite so de-
seriptively about fer adven-
EWrEs I MIETION WOrK ZMORg

teemi, O completrig 4%
wears thers the Sdellers frans-
ferved to Fictoria in Austra-

e, sodere they pastored
chnrches wntil 1955, From
19359 Grohem commenced o
lowg and frustful sevvicd i

ronferenes youth work, tnefue-
trg 4 wears ag Deaw of Stu-
fents at #he Aysralznan
Misnionary Collepe. Zrta ond

Grradam trangfiveed to

M atroonge tn Sydney on

Grrafuem s appotntment 2

Youth Divector for the dus-
tralastan Diveron 1a 1975
Urnevpectedly and sadly, e
paased to i rest e mig-
1576, For o unmber af vears
Zita has rended tn vetiremen?
i Aveclang, New Zealond

HE 3TORY BEGING on the Kirbati

(zilbertese) island of Abemama,
dudng the WW II Japanese occupation,
Tobiahina, the locasl magisteate nndes the
displaced British adouwmstraton, 12 lomng a
donble life az fe tnes to mggle s respons-
hilities to King George VI with 2 muninral
depree of cooperation with the wvaders.
Zits hliller writes:

It was a waem, sull might hesvy with
perinme and silence, i brooding slence
The cooking firez had died. The [ast small
child hiad been hushed, even the waves co
the reef seemed hmshed. A shadow mored
slentiy scrosz the cocal. Suddenly a door
opeaed, spelling Lght and the sound of en-
emy vowres across the village componad.
The shadow melted between the tangled
pandanizs roots. A child stirred, the waves
mrged on the reef, a mulsry boot kicked
mciousiy at a glowing ember The door
closed agam, and the zound of the boots
died away. Zleace reniraed.

The shadow moved agan, m the direc-
tion of the houze of Te BEna.

Flo wi mauri (blessingz be on theel, Te
Fua’

Flo e mrawer &1, Tohinabina, It has been
dangerons, my son.”

“Tes, my father, but there 15 much to do’

Tobomaboaa adpwsted ks lavalava az he
sst on the # bz {coconut nb) floor, Other
shadows :hpped m and sar down. Tohi-
nabias souled happiy. Yes, there waz much
to do. Teusa's son was now fve days old;
he must be remstered. Tenea's soa, Tabos's
dog tax, Aramea's maroage, old Ueanss's
death - all ozt be recorded, all momes
collected agamst the day whea the Botizh
wonld retarn. The dangerous process must
be repeated in each willage and accurate
records kept.

Br dav, Tobmabma was a traaslator for
the Japanese, who neves guessed hus zecret
role s the muastay of Gilbertese morale
duging the ocoupation. Never dud he falver
1 his belief that Hing George VI would
honous the Great Qneen's promize to Tem
Binoks, the former King of Abemama, that
her pavy would protect tlus island at all
times

‘King George haz proouwsed. You wnll
ee. The Umon jack will fy from the Gow-
ernment offices agan’

Another warm, still night The cland
was heary with o menacmng slence as Tohba-
aabing slently made his ronnds. But some-
thing wa: wrong. Infuitively, he called ot
ag he stepped mto the moonhght: Ta wr
Maprn, INe Baewa” Without sawating the ous-
tomary reply, he conumied: "Come, the fish
are bitag. It iz tme to get the aets ont”

‘Do not move!” A torch was flashed
hiz eyer a: four soldiers surrounded him
What von do here, eh=" A bayonet was
thoved agmnst e ample dmphragm. Yau
tell quack What vour do here w1 muddle of
mughts

Tobiazbina gazed blandly at the nervous
officer “The fizh are bitaag, Sic”

TYesr Eo what? followed by anothes b
to the midrff

We need food: 54’

WAy vou come to thus honze®” preszed
the officer.

Thas man hass 2 lacge fanly, Sur and he
does not have the secrets of hzhing”

The officer looked indecizive. He was
aware of the wfluence of the Chuef Faabure
rMapistratel among the islanders, and of his
vahze to hiz own supesiors. Yet he counld
oot be sure the man was oot 1p to iome-
thung.

Take hum to the guard hounse” he
inspped

As they departed, the nmzeen syes and
eirs of the wvillage guestioned. Who had
betraved Tobinabina?

Three davz later az the women gathered
at the well: for water, whispenng sccompa-

Tobinabina and his family



nded the almost ofmal washing of long, black trezzes:

‘Hare vou seen Neanga”

‘ol Wherer'

T the bash!”

Au-Ta-a-s

There was amach clicking of tongnes and rasing of eye-
brows Meangs, of doubtin] wirtee and abear: wiling to sell
for a few coun:, appeared several weeks later, zilennt and
nacomplanme, Ai-va-a-3, her punizhment was just, ther
said. Im tume hes wounds healed., bt her faice ever boze
witne:s to hes treachesy by the two holes that semamed
where once her noze had been

In the meantime, Tohwmsbms was confined and gues-
tioned neessantly

Where 13 the British flag from the Government of-
ficess’

Dptam T Which means T doa’t know', bat caa have the
conaotation ‘nor do I care’.

TWhete are the Government books:”

Teham’

“Whese are voug keys of office?”

Tghaam’

Zeveral days later, for lack of evidence and hecanse of
his nsefulnesz, Tobinabina was agam seleazed. He slept
well and znored hesvily, despete being clozely watched for
zevers]l moaths 2o secret smule hetraved hus doukble 1ole
Whe was to know what tragsactions were completed wnder
cover of the fziung aet: and the gatheong of the toddr
shell: each night and each mormngr The toddy was meas-
nged ont carefully 1 front of the gascds, and the smpty
shells rnsed and hung up to diy When Tobinabina took
the snell: to collect hiz evening toddy, ther wonld oftea
contain stcky coms for the King and Cueen of Engand.
Surely ther would nct object to haring a little toddy ouxed
with ther taxes.

Az Tobumshins had confideatly predicted, the Britizh
finally zemirned to Abemamsa As the grey
snd the famuliar

white nforms= wese seen, Tobinabina

submanne  sutaced
nawrapped hes lavralava, took off the old
navv-blie one he slways wore under-
neath, and tirmang it meide oot and fght
way ug he ran the Union Jack to the top
of the Govemmment flag pole. He then
opened the wooden box hidden under
the cocomst trees, drew out a clean lavs-
lava and white =hirt and hiz belt of office.
When the Botish officers landed, Tobi-
nahing was there to welcome them in s
offrcial capacsty ss Cluef hlamsteate of
Abemama. After solemnly shaking hands,
he addreszed the aonpluzsed aaval off-

Zat, on behalf of the people of Abe-
mzmia, I, s Choef Kaubure, welcome
vour retien to thiz Coloay, and wish that vou wounld pass
to Fong George VI -with our compliments- ong taxes and
all moiwes due, wluch we have collected oo hus behalf dus-
mng the cerapation. Ton will discower, Su, that everrtoag
iz in order; the books have been kept np to date, with all
births, deaths, maroages and taxe:s duly entered and ac-
counted for az requested by His Majesty ’

To the sstoaizhment of the Britich officers, the books
had been meticulously entered to thar day’s date aad

:
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“What you
do here eh?’
A bayonet
was shoved
against his
ample
diaphragm.

monie: wede correct to the last halfoenny, For this heraoic
effore, Tobinahins was awarded the Medal of the Botish
Empire by a grateinl King and Government. The dar he
received thes awsrd from the High Commuzsioner for the
Jouth Pacific was the proundest moment of kus life.

Edstor's Mote: The John Howse family arcived at the
island of Abemama lste in 947 There they erected a
honze and established a muission station Before long
Howse begsa a fum fnendship with Tobumabing, and m
1945 conducted Bible smdies with him whech led to his
baptism snd memberslep i the Seventh-day Advennst
Church  Followung the departiuge of the pronessng mms-
stonanes, Graham and Zima ALller arecced late ia 19500
They found Tobinabina still living on Abemams and aow
workmg for the Adventist hlission. Zita Meller resumes her
story.

MNight of Miracles
The day of days arnved. Listernung to the adio, I heard
the vouce 1 had been lonmapz to heac
WXL calling Tasawa.. VQEL callng
Taramwa..” It was the Fetw_ds She would
be home within teeaty-fonr hours. What
excitément! The announcement pro-
duced a flurry of work on the oussion
componad on Abemama. 5o much to be
done, bt whese to szt Tobinabina
arrived to find me sacing around madiy,
~ His eves sparkled when told the exciting
news, then he got to work. Before long,
howeres, I began to get nader hus feet as
I dusted wildly azonad the coconut ob
wallz. He watched for a few mumates,
then patently remarked:
Why do Europeanz abwvays oush,
Madam® We inlbertese take life mach
more slowly.”
Momentanby, I was
tracks, duster poized abote the bookeaze
T really doo’t know, Tobinshina. It must be mbor. We
live by the clock, not oy the sua as vou do.’
He digested tm= for a moment before commenting
muldly, ‘It wastes a lot of tume, Madam.'
I opened my mouth to speak, then shost ot agsin
He continued, "We Gilbectese eat when we sre huagey,
sleep when tued, and gather copra only asz the ship comes

stopped in mv

into the lagoon.’
Yez, Tohinsbma.” T soambled.



We have time to plav, smg, dance, gosup and tell stozes
to our children We're & happy people, Madam *

I hsd to agree.

Then lus brow crinkled. T think though, that we are a
wesk peopla. Rladam

I looked at hum in surpnse: Why do you sar that, Tol-
nabsaas

TWe'te oot swoag like the Europesn He's not afrad to
say what he thwks and fight even when ontnumbered,
Madam.’

This conviction mmst have been formed diring the vears
af war and ccoupation.

‘Bat we are like water, Mzdam. We take on the colous of
the bottle we're m. When the bottle changes, we change
too. It's easter than fightiag,” he concluded philosophaeally,

I locked at him, & man who alwar: stoed for what he
helieved. Mot all Gilbertese were Like water.

Fon dida't take the colowur of the bottle, Tobinabuya ' T
remarked.

Mo, Madam The Holr Spirit gave me the powsr to
chanpe. The Logd took mv weakaess and nade me strong.”
Hi: face shone with the jor of he: fiest love.

Chastened by thuz exchange, I endeavoured to contnme
m7 choges moge tedately, The wtention lasted ootl I
locked at my watch Then the frenzy returned a5 1 began
rearcanging the matting, the furmitare, everrthung that could
be re-arrsnged . untl fmally T collapsed snto the nearest
chair. How utterdy crazyl Tobinshing waz right These =
always tomorrow  Suddenly, I remembered my aew friend
Esther A bike nide would be good. I needed & break

‘Tobwmabma,” I called. "‘How about we wiat the lady
Esther to make suze she iz well again?’

He reacted enthuzastically He loved to meet with peo-
ple and sow seeds for his Lord. As we rode throngh the
village, it was cledr that the shr mllennes: that had fest
greeted ns had abated, partenlady since the gmnger beer
disazter! Now fneadly acovs wared and wide smiles accom-
pamed the uswal questions:

Tobwmabina, whese are vou gowmg with Haowe? Whyr As-
val

A fresh, green carpet was beginning to spread along the
edge of the lagoon, sronnd the coconut palms saad through
the sprawling feet of the pandanus. Most families had cook-
wg house: by the lagoon. Here, too, the besntiinl canoes
were kept. The sged members of the fanules had thesr
houze: oght on the besch where the old mea loved to

The wharf on Abemama near where the missionaries lived

The school children on Abemama. Tavita Niu from Samoa, their
teacher is on the left of the picture

gathe:r to spesk of the fishing, the cance-msking, the
copea, the poces, the old days. For a week of bwo
Madam’:s giager beer dizaster had been discuszed with
ammsement. [hen if was back to the sonr toddy, the gam-
bling, or the witchdoctor's latest prognostication. And the
old women =at to watch the &swarmar cook the bread.
baby-ut and gosup about what wnteresred them: the fizh to
be cleaned and sun-dried, the octopns to be deprived of
their succulent rings, the copra 1o be gathered and proe-
ezsed, the coconnt to be grated, and the toddyr that would
he collected. There was mmech to be done, but no great
nrgency about oz completon:

Arnving ar the village of Tobooma:, we fonnd Esther
locking Lke 5 poncess as zhe nurzed her toy son. He gur-
gled and coced as babie: do. The wound had healed
cleanly, and with a dusting of powder he looked like 3
chemub. The red hibisens bid hehmd the tnr ear matched
the perfection of the full bloom behind hiz mother™s, His
gratdmether zat nearby gently waviag a lacge fan

Toboomsi saod Tobinabins discussed the news of the
day. Wonld the Ferw_de arove in the morung or m the
afternoon® Wiy did Pasztor Wliller not say: There wazs =ull
some doubt about the new mussionary’s ability to sail the
shep, he had et to prove himself az a captam snd nasnga-
tor.

That neght as I lay under mv net, watching the shadowrs
from the kerosene lamp dance on the walls, I thought of
my saibor ont m all that vastness, seeking 5 landfall on 3
low coral atoll I asked the Losd to stll the wild wind that
could o easily dove the ship onto a reef. But the blustery
conditions mesat [ could rest knowing I need not hsten
for the menacing footstep that might spell harm for a
lonely messionsry wife. Tomogow my love would be
home, aid all such anwietr would desappear

MNext dav. waking esrly, I pushed the blinds dside to zee
the dav that would, I toasted, renute ns. It waz to bhe a
hobday. The Feftw.de was comung home aad the school
children would spend the dav :a the tops of the cocomts,
The first to sight the homecoming ship was to be given s
precions tin of powdered oulk from our stoge,

The westerly, which had stilled for the dawa, was now
tacking back and fosth decading whether to give war to
the trade wmd or blow it out of emstence. Teobinabina
rode back and forth from the village wuth the [atest com-
munegue. Honr atter howr ot was the same:

"There is =till ao ugn of Fetv g, Madam '’

After T had expressed my gratrade, he wonld zetiun to



hiz vigil wadetersed by the muttenngs of the local witch-
doctors, who had declared that the shup would not zetaa.

1 =at on the zeawall to watch the late afterncon tde
hestug against the reef. [ wondered about the attraction of
the ses. To some like myself she was & fearsome leviathan,
but to others, an albufing mistrezs. To stand wpon the
shore and listen to the anummong of the wares is to be
drawn withim a0 enchanted circle. What of my ssdor ot
on those restlesz wawves® Had he become another michm of
hes enchantment:

Tobinabing joned me in watching 3 =quall aboptly
collapse and dizappear over the southern tbp of the island.
The d:onght was abont to bzeak The rains of several
week: apo had produced a shemmer of green over the
white coral 3oon the coconut palms and pandanus wold
have feet swathed in pluzh wuridian.

There 1= =till no zign of Fetw 4o, Madam.”

Eunset wat aow appeodaching loog past the nme for
entermng the dangerons channels of the lagoon, With the
westerty beginmng to blow agam 1 resygned orveelf to an-
other lonelr night.

Dot wraery, Tobinahing. The children cany watch agam
tomoreon,

‘Tes, Madam. Ther won't mumd another holiday”

Dejected, I retirned to the house to et the trap foc one
lazt tme. I zet the bottles m thew appowted places, those
contizmng mercurochrome and geatian Tiolet bewng strate-
gically placed With the full moon, the village men wonld
eeturnt to their haunt Whe knew whethes tonight ther
mrght direct 3 dmaken rampsge towards the lone mission-
arv's honser Other nights I had =lept curded up inzide the
warmth of the promases of the Lord. but tomsght I felt lezs
secure, If only the shup had come!

Creeping nnder the net, I asked my Lored to double His
guard and bit the Fefw 4o on angel’s wings over all the
reefs hemyg lashed by the fory outside. With the lamp pro-
duoing 3 cosy glow, sleep came at last.

Mext, I was sitting bolt npright There were footsteps
ipproaching over the shingle ao

What joy! What delinous
debphe! I did not stop to thunk about the dangers oz the
reazon why he would take such a =k One thonght oaly
Elled my mund: my love was home from the sea at Iast; sy
lonely wigll was owver. 1 Hosted to the wardrobe and
grabhed some clothes. They felt stranpely nacomfortable,
bt T was too ecstatie to cace, (Later, I dizcovered T was
wearmg odd sandal: and my deess was back to front!)

I urged Tobinabina to get going so that someone woulkd
be at the whasf to meet the slup when it acoved. But he
stubbomly refsed.

o, Madam. [ will wart for vou!” he sad firmby

Then. out of the corner of my eye T canght & strsnge
reflection i the nueres. I taraed in tecear: Iin miv hacte to
jrarp ot of bed I had thrown the mosguito net orer the
nmight-light. It had smouldered undetected before burstmg
into violeat flaime. Fanned by the stroag wand it was hun-
galy reachung towasd: the cocoaut nb walls. Cace the
fame: casght hold of the tinder dry s bs the whole honse
would bum like a tocch

Crying omt to the Lord i the emtrematy of despaie, T
beat with frantic hands apainst the meseiless Hames Io-
stantly, a5 if 2 gant hand bad swept down from heaven
itself, the zesrching tonme: were extmygmished. I watched
them disappess kom tog to bottem :a a flash, The net was
almost gone; only itz blackened edge: and the hot seosch
marks: on the wall showed that it had oot heen mst & bad
dream. I looked st mry hands 1 wonderment: aot 5 mark
ot a bum anywhere Falling to myv knees T wept thankfal
tears of gratimde to my Heavenly Father

We rode dowa to the willage and slong the foreshore
where my eyes zoon locsted the uayv Lght: bobbing zal-
lantly on the =zlver-stedded Iagoon. The westedy had
absted sad s soft trade wind skepped lightly over the
moonht surface. Proceeding along the cofal road rowards
the wharf, we had not gone far hefore [ hecame aware that
all along the beach to the northern tip of the island were
huge fires. The houses were burning’

other sound. mst steady footsteps ™
advancmne w the datk Cut came
tomanawk snd seiszors, st in casel

‘Are vou there, Madam?
Almost collapsing with rebef, T

inddenly remembered... “Daon’t
come in, Tobinsbins,' I vellad. It's
dangerons.’

Do pot fear, Aladam: [ won't
walk ite vour wap, cAmeE s
amused replr.

I looked at my watch: one
o'clock. Zomeone must be very dl
Throwiag back the aet I jamped
out and grabbed for some clothes.

The ship 15 coming Madam.'

What* Are vou sure” In the
dark*' I pazped mncrednloasly,

ez MMadam. We can see ms
lights in the entcance’

‘How do vou Enowr it’s the Feiw
s, Tobinabina? I tried not to
sonnd too excited.

Tt 1= Fetw _4p, Madam No othes
shug uses that entrance’”

?he Fetur Ao wil‘il'llul-l'as;ltur Graﬁa.m Miller & h wi Elta am:lniwo u-f_the CIEW,

e = = = ——



‘Tobmshina, whatever 1z gomg
o’ I oped in dismary.

He shook his head gravely. "There
are vest bad men about tonsght,
Madam -

I= thiz why you wouldn't let me
come zloae, Tobinsboas”

“Yes Madam,” was his seply Every
house we passed was i fames.
Wohy are ther doing thes?’

‘There has been & hig quaccel

Aadam, snd one mllage from the

Pastor Graham Miller

south has come to bum the
house: of thew enemies. They are doink and very danger-
ous Madam. It is well for you aot to be alone tomght”

It waz 3 night of crisiz in more ways than one Would
ther have burmned the mussion staton had the Few —<o not
srrved? Whe knows™ Oddly, no one appesred to be toying
to quench the flames. With Gulbertese fatalism the owners
stood and watched them o

A large crowd had alveady gathered at the wharf and the
Frerw ~dp was qmte close when we finally aroved. We
watched a: the small messon shup felt her war geatly to-
wards vs. 4 low chuckle came from bezide me.

Paztor Miller 22 s clever captain, Madan: The erew and
the village people will now know that he is ke Pastor
Howse. and the witchdoctors will have to change their
prophecies.”

A very large lnmp came ug and stack mn oy theost as 3
fanubar form, taller and leaner than the Guilbestese crew,
came out of the wheelhouze. A mattling of chains signalied
the droppng of the anchors. The Fefn Agwas zafely home.

The beloved voice cactied aecoss the stll water with 2
loud, Bo-na-maur-0' Ko-na-maurd, Tobmabens Keo-
ma-maurt, Madam T =see vou stell have your hesd.

A choms of Ko-na-maurs-3's rang forth bke 5 recita-
tive from the wasting ceowd. The dinghy was quickly lome-
ered and scon the men were oo doy gronad with foends
and families milling around ssking: “Where have you been®
What did von dor Ar-val’

I was speechless with delight, My deardy beloved took
the oppormaity to azk Tobitahing abont the fires. Ca
heanng the explanatcn he sad hirmbly

Well Tobmabmna, the Locd pernutted them for onc
salraven, We dared not stay owtzide, it was much too daa-
geroms.

He went on to explun that & faulty engine, disty foel
and @ strong westerly were a potentially deadly combing-
tion in the reef-riddled waters, After consnlting the crew
he decided to take the risk. Pastor Howse had once made
the entey at might. hlavhe he could too. With a prayer for
pudance they tumed to the entrance No sooner had they
mirned, than sway oo the island hoge fires bie up the mpght,
showag every beacoa and lighting theie war. In what re-
mackable wavs the Lord works to protect His people and
His wok!

Tobmahna offered the captain the use of lhis bucrele
attd togethes we rode, haad in hand. back to the oussion
statton. [he long pencod of anmons wating and loneboess
was over. He was safe! The fires had, by aow, almest buomt
out Cnlr a few embers remarned of & mght of waaton
destruction oa the one hand, and God's mirsenlons deliv-
eraice o the other

We left onur hicycles by the garage and walked the shost

distance bo the house m the shining moonbght. Tistenang
to mv love's enthusiazm for hiz shipg, I wondesed whether
the mistress of the ses had cliimed hem too. Then, az he
went to step iaside, I suddendy snapped out of my dream.
"Dron’t move!” I welled. The teap!” Bor I was too late. My
shriek: died stillborn as the wnuntended tictim =prang the
teap. [ was hooified

The silence of shock was biocken by an angry roar,
which shot up to the thatch and rebounded against oy
stiznned senses: What's going on™" Bottles were clattenng
in all directions and falling wirth a dull plop on the zoft
mattng.

Jnmping over the sprung trap and feelng my way by
instinet and foreknowledge. I reached the lapp and be ot
" I breathed sdently,
hoping fororaly that the tesp might not have been sz sue-
ceszful as it had soznded

The lamp flickered wncertainly, its light inspiring sa-

with shakiagr Bagers. T™No, oo, ao ..

other roar to oval the first: Ton all wet. My new thoes..
Bly new socks... What's all this®

Ch dear! Oh my! Oh help! I gazed i wonder at the
sight Spreading slowly over once postine socks, new whate
shoes, and the floor covenngs were prrchedelic patterns of
purple, mawre, cmnge and ted My populanty hsd just
plummeted. I wanted to mn and drop off the reef,

Aell?’ demmanded the captan of his furst and oalr mate.

*5-secrez vou jolly well nght for coming home :n the
muddle of the mwght’ I spluttered. Az T contemplated the
havoo 1 had cansed I began to pame. But the ghint i hes
eve modulated fzom a tomkEle to a spackle befoze he bugst
out langhing. We both langhed, overcome with Gilberteze
langhter, as we sumveved the camage crested by my devaz-
tatingly sizccessfnl mantrap.

Finally, wepung his eve: he gasped. TWext time Aadam.
Fou come With me! Y ou are much too dangerous to be left
alooe.’

My tzap had knocked the sea out of lhus eyes and the
wind out of us har, There wese too many problems with
Madam to gk divided loysltses. We walked hand 1 hand
and stood before the blackened net He ran his palm over
the scorched walls, natied the well-kaotted blinds and, foc
the first time i two months raised them hegh A senitumen-
tal trade wind blew s welcome into our faces and the
moonlight zesched out wath cool fingers to carch ouc
praver of peantude and zead it to our Father an Hearen
Fires had huzned that mght, one extmgushed by the hand
of God, the others permitted to bun so thst they might
guide His miszsionary and His cship to safety. One might of
nurscles was over, ending & chapter. Tomotrow we wonld

commence 4 new one togethes.
E a bawel (It iz funzhed)

Post scapt

A quarter of a century later Adventizt work on Abe-
marns had made consdersble progress Kawma Hagh
Zchool, the only secondary schocl on the island —one of
the few in the nation—sraz well established. The Govera-
ment Officer for the central island group was Tobuabins's
son, Fakuwa, and two of his cleldren, Tumeka and Enta-
bete were both stadents st Kanrna. O



BREAKING NEW GROUND—Part 7
Mission Advance

Synopsis;
1) 13 F Jones succesded m having 2
i school esmablished ar Efog in
+4 Papma. Faole. 1 prodoer of thus
| school, became an ocerstandmg
worker. At the same nme Boe-
pantille in the Mandated Tern-
tory of Mew Gumes was enteced
with i school bemp set wp ar
| Lawlas The avadabdicy of Solo-
o mog Island miszionaces contob-
o mred o the rapid propress bemg
made 3Scon the ssland of New

Ireland was aleo entesed.

RENEWED PAPUAN GROWTH
Eokoda Blocked Off
[ "85 PERIDD which saw the estsblishment and
growth of the Seventh-day Adventist Aismiocn ia
Bougainville and Wew Batamn, saw also substantial gains i
Papna. At Drst there were some aboctve attempts to ex-
pand from Efogi over the range to Fokoda. After an ex-
plotatocy top it was planoed 1o meke s forther visit dogng
1925 to "select a spot on which o open 5 gew station."lAx
this stage, & Peacock and then W X Lock who were to
make the tnp sucommbed to muaips. The cdusdeas Misson
then selected the spot to establish a statton and the Gov-
erument Secretary adwvised Pastor Lock that without the
‘conzent of the Anglicaas’ ther wounld not be graated per-
mizzicn to establish a station?
Dizonznons were held with the local sobcstor wwho ad-

vized & ditect spproach to the mussions concerned as, if

ther did not obect when the Govemnmient approached
them regarding aav aspplication by the Seveath-day Ad-
ventsts  for land, it was less Lkely that the Government
would reject the apphoation. e also sapggested placez m
which the London Missionary Society had ao teaclessd

An Approach to the London Missionary Sociery
Accordingly, an approach wa: made to the one m
cnarge of the Londoa Mizuoasry Society in Post Maoreshr.
Clae of the place: mentioned by the solicstor was disenzzad
and the London Afissionasy Scoety smd ther could not
very well alyect to the Seventh-day Adventist: gomg there
but advized that ther first inspect the site which was up the
Valala Fover Some students from the ares who were at
Biziatabu indicated there were several big villages with no
nussgonanes w theay A white man who had bved on the
rrves intheated 4 =mall population and so it was deaided to

look elsemwhers

Arrempts to Move o Tupuseleis

The next efforts wese to find a locstion comparatively
nesr both Biziatabn and Post hMogesbr#* Interest in this
location near Tupuseles, was aronzed by & man, Mea, from
that nilage who hsd come to Bisiatsbu to attend school

While Pastor Care had been st Bisiatabiz this man's mterast

—— i ———

i1 the Seventh-day Adwventizt= had been awskened Nowr
he came with an urgent request that the Seventh-day Ad-
ventizts open & school i lue wllage offering land for a
mizsion fite, so & effort was made to zee the e Travel
would be by car to Sappheare Creek, and acgoss to the coast
it Bootless Inlet, thenre by cance to the site near Tupnze-
lein. Fain: made the road from Zapphice Creek to the coast
immpazsable and after 4 futidle attempt. it was learned that
the magstrate from the Vadala area waz m Port Moreshy
50 it was decded to go these to zee hum. When ne indi-
cated that the population of the six wilage: nesr the Vailala
Fimrer weaz aboumt 4,000 people mterast somng again to seek-
g to enter that area.

The Move Towards Belepa

Accompamed by ooe of the Bisafabu stadents who
came from the Vadala, Pastor Lock and Mo Peacock toav-
glled the one hundred and fftv or more miles by coastal
boat visiting zome of the London Missionary Society sta-
tiong on the way. Aftér misiting éach of the willages, talking
with the people and showme pictares, Pastor Lock asked
the people whe were gathered together, if they wished the
mitsion to come and if they would help n building
house. The people replied that ther wanted the muzzion
and would help 3 The missonaries found on the Vailala a
former resident of Port AMoreshy who was now managing a
plantauon and fe slso made them welcome.

Difficulry in Leasing Land MNear Belepa

After retnraimng to Post Moreshy, Pastor Lock made an
application for lease of three and a half acre: of land ad-
joirng AMairs Plantation st 4 shost distsoce from the
Watlala Brrer Along the cosst, st & few miles from the
dezired ste, the London hliszionsry Scoetr was strongir
established They had mdicated no objections to Pastor
Tock beginning Seventh-day Ad-
ventist work i the villages near the
site of the leaze. However, Govern-

ment pobiey ewmdenty delayed the
granting of the leaze for we find the
matter referred to i Despatch Mo
13/7/10 of September [H, 1930.
That the matter was stll undeceded

1 Gerald Peacock: 2 Lock with a picture roll showing pictures
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in 1933 is clear from Stefement B:

Fecord of land granted or zefused or
soqured by within the
Sphere of Infliience of apother Mdis-
sion.?

Alissions

In 1933, futher wformabon regarding
the position of the wute was songht, espe-
cialbr stz relation to land held by the Loa-
don Missionacr Society.”

The Comiry Agreement Bvpassed

hMizsion station, bat of oversesing the
butlding and opening of the dsr zchool at
the willage of Wanipela, a shost distaace
away. Tlhis was budt by the Wangels willag-
ers on their owit land m the centre of the
village 1 It was esttmated that there would
be about frre or six huadeed childeen in the
village but the zepniar school atteadance
settled down at sbout one eadeed 13

Ev mid 1929 the school at Hilod waz
opersting with just over & hondred day
stindents 11 attendance. & H Engelbrecht
had the oversight and was azssted by three

However, the Seventh-day Adwventist
Alizzion was able to obtain the featal of
fore acres of land so it did neot need to
wait for the boeakdown of the Spheres of Inflnence policy
1 order to bega work.® Within theee vears the oppochiuty
came to purchase some freehold land near the willages of
Beieos and Iehlo: so that long before the oximnal applica-
tion for the lease of land at Mawa was decided. the mission
was soundly established® The meffectivenss: of the
Spheres of Infinence and Lesse of Land policies i achiew-
mpg their purposes is well dlustrared i connecoon with the
establishment of the Seveath-dar Adveatist Alission in the
Wailala srea. The Admristrator of Papua recoginzed that:

the oght of the owner of 5 freehold or fully im-
proved Crown lesse to transfer his property to any
nusiicn Without requuong the conseat of the Gor-
ernmlent

made the effosts of the Government to prezerve the
Spheres of Inflrence largely ineffective 10 The Lisntenant-
Governos expressed hus attitide to the Spheses of Infin-
eqce policy thus:

I wizh to guard mveelf against any possible sugges-
toa taat I am wn favour of the polier of Zpheres of
Influence, whaich 11 mv opmnson, 15 already falling to
preces and cannot possibly be mamtamed of it is ever
serignshy challenged. 11

After the araagements to rent the fire acges for three
vears had beea completed. & H Engelbrecht wiated the
Waials district. He met the people o the ares and noted
the large numbers of boy: of school age. At Hilm people
from the nearby mllages gathered and expressed thesr de-
sire o have a school When they had moved over to the
rented aussion iite foole e WAD ipedt i markmng out
the poutons for the hoases to be budt of buzsh matenals.
The people agreed to do the building snd to then send

word to the Mission through § neachr planter =z

The Move mowards Ko-
rela

Meanwhile. efforts had
lreen poing on conmurentlr
to obtan land for aussion
purposes east of Pore AMo-
gezhy. Land waz finally ah-
taned a1 the hlarshall La-
goon ares at Foorels near
Vilimpu!? To set up a sta-
tion there, C E Mitchell waz
teanferred from Efogl He
had the plessnre, not only

of establishing the Florela

J Ross James treating a man
with yaws

Aliti, a misgionary from Fiji, teaching in the church at
Bisiatabu

af the students who were lrring on the ame-
siofl property aeachr. To enabls them to
teach and continne ther owna studes, the
day zchool was open m the mooungs and the station
scnool with sbout twenty boy: and giels attending, was
lxeld in the afterncon.'® The regnlar sttendsnece of students
it the day =chool =as enconsaped by 2 magistenal osder
which made school attendance compulsory within 3 speci-
fied sadiz of 3 school whece Englizh was tanghe !7

The stanons at Horela sand Beleps had hardly settled
inte 4 routine sfber the struggle of establishment when a
e opportiutT was presented for the hiizsion to take
over some land at Aroma, about fifteen mile: from Forela
18 The Adizzion did 3o :n 1929, Thas was m the centre of a
populons ares, sbout three thonsand people g withn
easy reach of the site 18 Paszor | B James made visits to the
place and 2stabhihed good celations weth some of the peo-
ple® Some in the area were members of the London Alis-
sionAry Tooiety and so there was the posmbdity of the con-
tlict which the Spheres of Influence policy was designed to
prevent. However, while relations were not slways cordml,
ther did not degenerate to the extent that had beea feared
by those whe argoed for the need to mamntain the Comity
Agieement.

The Meed 1o Train Papuan Teachers

The opemung of the Wamgela and Hilos schools, as well
as the operation of schools on the Efogi Horels and
Belepa (Vailala) zrations and at Bizatabu, and aow the call
to provide for Aroms, emphasized the need to have Pap-
uan terchers traned as soon as posable =0 as to staff the
scnools already operating snd to open new schools m ge-
sponse to requests to do =0 Some Papuans were working
is teschers but heary responzibilities wwere still cacded by
Fiyiansz Siwlardv in the Mandated Terrtosy, the need to
staff the ten outstation: on Bougamarlle a: well a:z the
three schools on the stations near Babaul made ot cless that
i brminung school was nrgently requured. [n Papus eyes were
tucned to Bisiatabu !l while w the Mandated Tecritory,
hopes were stll centred on
the school: 1n the Solomon
Islands slthough the detesmu-
aation was forming to estab-
lsh 2 trsming school in the
Mandated Territory of New
Guinea 22

THE SEVENTH-DAY AD-
VEMNTIET MISSION Iy 1930
Papua

Thes may be in opportine
place to summanze the posi-
ton of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist AMizsion m Papus and




New Guinea at the end of 1930, In Papua there was & staff
of five Enropeans with their families W N Lock was Su-
pegintendent; & H Engelbrecht was st the Belepa Mliszion;
C E Mitchell was at FKorela; C ] Howell was at Bisiatabu; J

E. James had made contact with the people ar Aroma and |

was to locate there soon. Fijian workers, Nafitala: MNavam |
and Maiks Drannika carced the responsibilities of the Efogi

station and distmiet. Timothy, 2 Papuan. had prea and coa-
tnued to give, valuable help in the Efogm area

At Bisiatabu, the two thousand o more mbher trees
bemng tapped, vielded asbout fmre ton: of rabber per vesr
bt more mmportantly, the influence of = school was
spreading far and wide m Papua. The sty yourag men and
women who bved and smdied there spoke saght dialects
and came from as fac awar as two hondeed miles In o=
enrlier vears stz dnfluence had been wndetected though
strong, on the lives of 2 few like Faole of the Efogi acea,
and Mes of the Tupnzeleis ares. Now it was easier to zee
wlhat it was downg as theze men and Timothy, began to
work for the misson. In 1930, four Papuans left Basaatabn
as imussion workers 2 The school programaoe at Bisistabu
was the nsusl one for similar schools. The mosmings wese
taken 1p with the necezzary work of the station, especially
food production, the afternocns with class work. This con-
sisted of Bible stady, Motan and Englheh [reading and
woting] and simple, practcal acthimetc.®* It wasz hoped to
make Motian 4 commen languags of the schools, produce
lLiteratage st and thu: be shle to tran workers moze
queckly than would be possible if Enplish wese 1sed excha-
sively OCne doty that fell upon the school staff was mw
teanislate the Sabbath School lessons mto Mota, et steneil:
and duplicate them. In thes, Mes, who was a Mot speaker,
wis A great help. The entting of the stencil and the dupli-
cating were done by a homs spealung lad at the school
Some pupils were taught towch typewziting. e of these,
Foim, came from the Vaials, and it wis hoped he wonld
be a help there 8 In 1927, the teachess were David, a Fi-
jpan, Jean Lock and & H Engelbrecht, though ma the aext
vear blackwster fever carried off Ddavid; and Engelhsecht
who transferred to Vailals was replaced by C ] Howell
Moae of these would have been considered trained tesch-
ers. The zpiritaal activities descobed m earlier accounts of
the activities at Bisiatabu coanturvaed Ever n the hearts of
the workers was the desice to see the studeats know and
accept the saving power of Chrst and the desice to zee
Christian voung men and women become dedicated mis-
sicdt wrorkers 24

Efom, the zecond statioa of the Seveath-day Advenust
Mizsion i Papua, had been in operation about s peacs.
Early dunng his stay in Papua, Pastor Cace had wisited the
people in and srouad Efog

Intermittent contact was maintamed dunng the vears
that Followred. Land was leazed in 1914 but oo attempt waz
made to establish a permanent station watil 1924 whea W
N Lock szettled there Eifforts were made 1a 1917 to extend
ower the range into the Famusi Division west of the Am-

Fijians who went to PNG as missionaries in 1930 & 4934
L —R: Pereniki Tagi, Adi Kelera Reki. Tereti Nigara, Miriama Dau, Jiajana

bogo Fiver but these were blocked by imabilicr to leasze
land there due to cpposution by the Anglican Assion. G F
Jones pateolled vigorously in the area and prepared the war
for the establishment of the Misson station by W N Lock:
The school developed, accepting both boy: and grls bur
dne to itz distance from Bismtabuo, the mggedness of the

country with the consequent difficulty in maintaining sup-
plies and the strain of the olaton, C© E Mitchell was teansz-
ferred to Eorels and Efog was cared for by MNafmala
MNavara trom Fuye?” Studeats from the school there contin-
ied to go down to Bismtabo and later to Mirigeda to con-
e thesr education aad to teain for mission work

The newer stabion: of Belepa and Forela had larges
schools attached o them to care For the day students from
nearhy wvillages, and at the station schools =ome of the
imore matiee stadents did farther stody. It wa: hoped that
they wounld eater the work force after traming at
Bismatahn 5

MNew Guinea

Oin the MNew Guines side the Bonguawlle efforts con-
timed to be foaitful. Dhaonng 1930, D H Gear fonaded a
new schicol at Bumba, about thise hounss walk bito the
mountains belind Fietz ® High hopes wese held for its
futge as ot was on fertide sod and there were already oper-
ating several schools which in due courze would give a
body of smdents considerably larger than the ten with
which it starred. In MNew Duotain, there were already three
centres of witerest but these nterests had hardly had tme
to crystallize inte formal schools.

EXPANSION IN THE THIRTIES
Papua

From this posmt the work of the Seventh-day Adventist
AMizsion began to expand rapedly o Papua ss well a5 m the
Mandated Tesutory of New Gunea. In Papua especially,
there waz soll difficulty m obtaining land in the desred
locations and this cansed 1 growth in plices which were
lesz desizable for there was a tendency to establish where
land was available sathes than where the people were mtec-
ested However, by the purchase of certain freehold land,
tlie transfes of certain leasehold land, and the use of native
built schools on native land, progress was made. At this



tage the
Seventh-dav
Adventist
Mission
regan to
operate -
fane and
maternal

healthh  cen-
1 School in a village near Vilirupu: tres  whach
2 Vilirupu Mission house: 3 The Mitchells sl a g

landing at Vilirupu

ther dimen-
sion to the informal educational program of the mussion, as
well a: providing i greatly aeeded zervice in the two areas
where the work was carmed out® There was a zapid
prowth an the chucch memberzship, aumber of choeches,
annual baptisms, wumber of workers, mamber of school:
and enrolments 3 From this Hme toc, the missica gave
moge attention to the tramng of its workers by the estab-
bshment of trauwng schools At thas me some tramed
reacher: weze appomted to the aussion staff The ousmoan
i1 Papua at thiz time began to submit the pupils of =
schonol: to the snaval examinstion held br the Papusa
Administration for the purpose of chtaning subsidr. By
1932 the Government was willing to semster schools and
i the Vilzupn azes two aze noted as belng tegistezed 2

50 in almost every aspect of the omzzion ventue m
Papua and MNew Guanea, 1930 pught be looked on as the
end of the establishment and the beginning of the forwacd
thoast. The statistics bear this ont#¥ In explanabocn of the
statstics it may be said:

l. Oa occasion aew statistics were not avalable for the
new year and at such fmes statistics for the previons veas
mught be repested 55 m 1930 for the Solomon Islands
when weth shght modificanon, the 1929 fimnres are grren.

2 The 5clomon I:dlands statistics contan the fgnres
for Bougamwiile whese the first Seventh-dar Adventist
work in the Maadated Teszritory was begon in 1924 Tt &=
rnfortiaste that the eadr zemlts of work n the mandated
Tecutory ace thns masked.

The M ¥ Dian

Taking oaly the fmses for
the school ensolment as
shown for 1930 and 1932, we
find nises i Papna from forty
to fve handred; i the Solo-
moa [slands from 939 (which
was schtally below the peak
of 2443 in 1927) to 1.020; in
the Mandated Territory from
nil go 1,160, These last fignres reflect the fact that wn 1930,
the hMizuon had just begia to operate aear Rabanl, but thae
by 832 the islands of AMussan and Emira had been en-
tered and ia these places the entire popnlation had eagesly
accepted the MAMizzsion and most of the people even up to
age thurty, wanted to have a place m the schools As well
contact had st been made with the Admeraity Group and

there too, the contact resilted in 3 close association.

Bisiarabu ar its Peak

Biziatabin continued a= a mibber plantation, the mission
headguartersz, and the senior school. Howerer, it was feltan
the Alzzion that of would be better to bomp the school and
headguarters down to the coast :a ocder to faciktate con-
tact with the work as i developed at Belepa o the Wadala
Fuver area to the west of Port Moceshy, and at Forels and
Aroma near the Marzhall Lagoon to the east. Especially
waz the: the case when the LMizuon acquured the MMV Dign
by which staff and stmdears conld travel much meore con-
veniently. Bisiatabn had bhecome a school enrolling abone
forty students. From it had pone those mizsion workers
who had any teaming. At it had beea coaducted the fiest
baptizms. From its secunty a5 & baze extensions had beea
made to Efoge, Belepa sad Forela. It had been dezygnated
a5 the Dapuan Tradning School® Now, howeres, ity dis-
tance from the coast, the lack of population ia close prox-
maty and the difficulty of maintaining cantact with the
newer stanions from it, made a change desuwable ™ It con-
tunzed az a headguamers for work n the Efom area aad as
the school for the students of the Efogt and Koo dis-
tesets who wanted to go berond the willage school level
MNow it was to be cared for by a astonal worker.
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EARLY DAYS AT KUMUL

—a Missionary Wife’s Life on a PNG Outpost, 1948-1950

Bom m Syaney in 1923,
Beryl Stqfford (nee Trood),
attended public school for 3

years, and for the followwing 5
undertool correzpondence
sehosl work. Hhen the
Jamily moved fo Cooranbong
in WS n 1921, she fook the
General Stusies Cowrse af Hhe

Australasion Missionary

College.  Affer marrying
Calvin Stgfford in 1945 she

asszated her minzster hushand
in Taree and Grafton for the
mext 2 years.  Their mismon
Iervice commenced in 1945 in
Papug New Guines —in the
Eastern Highlands Mizsion
until 1952, af Paglum until

1954, and on Mussan tn

1954 They then served o the
Hestern Solomon Lilands
Mission for the next 8§ years.
On refwrnimg fo PNG they
served af Kovela in Central
Papue uniil 1966, af Fani in
Simbu Province 1967-1573,
and at Homu o the Eqatern
Hiphlends 1972-1876. On
refurning fo dustralia the
Staffords settled in Coovan-
bong.

Beryl mastered Prsn (Pigin)
Enplish in FNG, digpensed
medicines and taught knitting
and sewving. A resourcefil
person who adapted well fo
neww enliures, she seftled in
well in mwew surrowndings.
Beryl and Calvin hawve £
children: Ruth, Gordom,

Meargaret, and Namney.

0 3 THE 57 OF MAY 19458, T acdived
in Lae with my hushand Calvin,
and our eleven month-cld daughter, Ruth,
en route from Sydney to a new mussion
outpost i the highlands of MNew Guines.
From Lae Ruth and I were flown i to
Bena Bena with June Gilmore and baby
Foss. We stayed with the MNolan and How-
ell famibies until our goods arnved and the
exact location of each mussion station was
decided on. My hushand arrived from Lae
some weeks later. He had been getting to
know some of the mussionarmes who were
there for meetings. He had gained zome
helpfnl information on cobtaining snitable
tinned foods; he wasz becoming familiar
with Pigin and learning how to ma & mis-
51011 station.

We all lived in one big house on Sigova
Hill abowve Bena Bena. I was shy, not know-
ing any of these people, so I kept to myself
a5 I looked after BEnth. I watched what the
missionades' wives did and discovered that
I was expected to learn Pidgin Englizh to
be able to converse with the nationals, bac-
ter for garden food and parchasze firewood.
I dida't find it easy to learn this new lan-
guage.

I zaw how the missionaries” wives made
bread with dry veast. Making bread was not
new to me 55 I had done it for ten years at
home in Australia nsing hop and potato
yeast a3 a nsag agent but had not nsed doy
veast. 1 also learned I wounld have to dis-
pensze simple medicines to the local people
when needed.

My husband flew out to Madang to
charter a plane to bring in our goods and
supplies to the Kerowsagi airsteip. The Gil-
more’s goods were also to come on the
chartered plane. Later owr goods were
taken by cacriers to onr different mission
stations.

One day, wlule waiting for a smaller
plane to come and fecry us to a closer aie-
strip, I took Bnth in her pram down to the
airstrip, Theze weze scores of naticnals in
native dress talking i their own language.
Later somecne asked if I was frightened of
them. No, I wasn't. Although they wese all
new and foreign to me, I didn't feel they
would harm me.

At last we were flown, along with most
of our goods, to the small Catholic atrstop
called Fogt where natonal Adventisst

teachers were waiting with carriers to trans-
pogt everything to Fummnl "With a pole on
each side of Foth's pram and a big nmbrella
to protect her from ran, we all set off on
foot for Foummnl about ten to twelve kilome-
tres away. There we found a house of na-
tove materals with two rooms and a budt-m
verandah, The first room was piled high
with almost all of our goods while the other
room had our mnerspring mattress on the
floos. We acrived sopping wet becanse of
the rain buat Futh was quite doy voder the
mmbrella.

We found our pressure lamp, some doy
clothes and our hedding and left Enth to
sleep in her pram. As I recall we were given
cooked sweet potate and corn for tea for
which we were most gratefnl. This was ong
first pight at Kuoml—Angust 28, 1945—
woven bamboo walls outside and woven
pitpit (& sort of reed) inside. The floos,
about thuty centimetres above ground
level, was also woven bamboo—quite
strange to walk on and very springy. Ruth
had fun teying to negotiate the houney
floor. The roof of the house was "kuna
grass" thatch.

Later we erected a table made of woven
bamboo on a tmber frame with legs driven
into the ground theough the bamboo floor.
The table sagged, so plates of soup needed
to be held stzaight or they would spill. The
stools were made from timber with long
legs that were dosren through the bamboo
floos to the ground and they had seats
made from woren reeds.

We managed to make a shelf or two, but
there were no windews—only holes cut in
each end of the house to let the light in.
Shelving for crockery and sancepans was
made from & framework of wood covered
with woven pitpit. A small "Metters" wood
stove stood on stones on a wooden frame,
its chimney made from one length of steel
piping and green bamboo with the joints
Enccked out. It went up through the thatch
cedling and was swrounded with clay to
stop it catclhung fire. We made a place for
our clothes by hanging a rod across one
corner with & curtamn in front to make a
three-cormered wardrobe.

I thought this house wouldn't take much
effort to keep tidy. When vounger I had
lived in a bush house in Aunstralia, and al-
though this house was small it was reasona-
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The first Adventist camp meeting in the Highlands—Bena Bena. Men from L to R back: Eric Boehm, Calvin Stafford, — Lester
Lock, Cyril Pascoe, Syd Stocken, Lester Hawkes, Lyn Thrift, —,—--, S$tan McFarlane. Front, women & children from L to R:
— Ray Boehm, Grace Boehm, Beryl Stafford & children, Mavis Barnard & Kaye, Edna Lock & children, Emma Campbell,
Gordon & Elwyn, Beryl Stocken, Freda Hawkes & children, Grace Thrift & child, Lucy French, Leila Maberly & child, —*

the mission horse called Bemborongh—one of us walked
and the other rode, then we swapped. We slept one night
10 a government rest house made of local materials.

Although it was a dull day Buth got badly sunburned on
her face and hands, and blisters formed on her cheeks.
When we realised this we hured on to Momma where
Ruth's bucas were treated. It was wondesfil for me to have
other missionary wives to see and talk to, having seen none
for meonths. Owr children got along well with the other
children. It was wonderful to hear from the delegates of
the progress of God's wotk in other places, aad to receive
spiritual food for ourselres that we could pass on to the
people at FKumul

Later, in August of that year, the first Adventist Camp
meeting was held at Bena Bena. All the administrators and
missionaries made plans to be there? Those who could,
took & group of bekevers with them even though it tock
days of walking. Calvin and I walked while the children
were carried by local people.

At the time the Highlands highway was being carved
out over the monntains so there were no hridges yet in the
western section. The rosd was dirt and without even
gravel. We negotiated small one-log boidges or if the water
wasn't too deep, waded accoss. It was too far to teavel in
one day so we spent the night ;n 5 government rest house.
MNext day we climbed the Daule Pass, at 2725 metres, then
down the other side where we were met by Lya Thaftin a
jeep. We were grateful to he taken the last 48 klometres to
Bena Bena via Kabinfa where Lyn was the principal. Again
the fellowship with other missionaces was wondecfal, as
were the varions meetings taken by the other missionaries
and camp delegates who came from Lae, hadang and Ans-
tealia.

Some Anstralians had sent us a collection of different
coloured wools and a few knitting needles that we could
use to teach the students how to kn:it their own sleeveless
multicoloured sweaters. Many of them had to make their
own knstting needles from bamboo, copying the needles 1
had for size, and thea at a certain time in the afternoon
they would come to my verandsh to learn how to kit
Several weeks later these boys conld be seen prondly wear-
ing their multicoloured sweaters everywhere.

Abont this time I felt the gicls in the school should leamn
to sew, by hand at least. A simple skt wonld be the easi-
est, and they all liked the idea. They liked red and we de-
cided to have a blue waist tie and a blue baand near the
hemline. Welll What fun I had teaching them to thread a
needle, with thread and needles so fine, and to hold a nee-
dle and sew n & reasonably straight line with a very simple
stitch. Some did well, others found it hasd but they all ult-
mately finished and wore their skirts proudly.

Our interpreter, Aunim, had planned to maory a shy,
very mice village girl and wanted to have a Christian wed-
ding, but his tribe inssted on a heathen ceremony. I made
a simple white dress for the bride, while someone else
brought white ozchids for her headgear. The man wore a
white shirt with a tie, and a loincloth. Many came to the
Christian ceremony and our pedal ocegan, on which I
plaved past of the Buaidsal March, was carned outsade. My
hushand performed the ceremony, and then next day the
heathen wedding took place, the hude being dressed in all
the heathen regalia with grease and pant—a tremendous
conteast to her appearance the day before.

COn one cceasion my hushand and the teachers had to
be sway for about ten days, including a Sabbath, so the two
teachers' wives, my children and I were left alone on the
mission station. I wondered ahout the Sabbath meetings as
the willage pecple were accustomed to coming for a service
and I did not want to disappoint them. Zelecting some
pictures from the picture rolls I made s simple sermon and
those who Lstened said that it was good becanse they had
nnderstood it

Why is it that aceidents seem to happen when hushands
are sway” We had sharpened hamboo stakes shout twenty
centimetres high placed around owr back door flower gac-
den to prevent willagers from standing on the precious
flowers. Oae afternocon when Gordon was about 18
months old, he and Ruth were playing outside while I was
sewing. Suddealy I heard a cry of pan from Gordon with
Ruth joining 1 too. I rashed outside to find he had tapped
and fallen on one of the sharpened bamboos which had
gone into his face. At first I thought it had gone into s
eye. In spite of bathing it, his eye and the side of lus face
were swelling. It was getting late in the afternoon and the



nearest Aid Post was thuty kilometres away—and we
would have had to walk there.

The first thing I did was to peay, and then I asked the
rest of the staff and stadents to pray too. Gordon had a
restless might but o the morning the swellng had gone
down somewhat, and he could open his eve a little. We
thanked God for his improvement, and during the day his
face gradually went back to itz normal size.

Some months later while washing lus face, I noticed the
cheek just below hiz eve seemed to be a bit tender when I
pressed gently. I concladed that the bamboo spike had
piecced his cheek and gone between his cheekbone and his
evehall. How thankful all the mission people were when I
told them. We all praised God for his protecting care over
Gordon's eve. 3

Fudongh time came and we had a very enjoyable six
months in Anstralia with famuly and foends. When we
retnrned to Fummnl we were given a royal welcome. The
npationals” happiness at seeing us agun turned to sadness
howrever when they learned that we were being transferred

17
further into the Highlands to begin & new station there.
But that's another story.

References

The delegate: were Pr F D Nichol, editor of the Resdew and Herald, Pr F

Mote, secretary of the Austualizian Division, with his son Pred; FrW L

Pascoe, Division tweasurer; Fr H White, president of the Coral Sea

Unicn Rission; Pr A | Canpbell (Fananmy; F Mabedy Wabag); and

Pr W Nolan, prezsident of the Central Highlands Mission Nurse De-

laney, a sister to Lucy Prench, was also there.

Expatriates there were: E A Boehm and famnily; F Maberdy & family; |

W French & family, LHBaLua.rda:nmﬂrL\ Hawrkes a:ﬁml.lr,.il

Campbell & I':u:ul— W H Maobn & fa.l:ulr B C Grosser & s Grosser;

L R Thrift & famjl_r C B Stafford & fmul_— L I Howell, Eena Bema

Mission Station Director; § H Gander, Madang: R A MMe Fadane, Lag;

L I Lock, visitor; D Gillis, budlder; C Harr & Mr: Hart, Lae; C Pazcoe,

visitor; H White, president of CSUM from Lae; | Newman, wisitor, H

Budd, carpenter; Obve and Ekie Pearce, nurses from Togoba, (Beryl's

cousins from MNew ZE:IJE.‘Dﬂ.::

* God could see imto the forare that he would need two good ayes o
become a mission piot for Hiz work, fiying over the mouatains in
PNG for 15 years.

* An effot has been made to :denufy the people i the phote. If
vou can help please let vs know. hMany thanks.
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The Keeper of Our Heritage
During the last 12 months, many changes have occurred. The South Pacific Diwvi-
sion Avondale College Herftage Room Collection has changed its name to ‘Adventist
Heritage Centre’. The physical layout of the Centre has been changed to facilitate
better access and a more pleasing work environment. And we have recefved some
wonderful items, which hawve been added to the collection, eg A G Stewart’s notebook

the Paap ramily history. H B P Wicks diaries. etc.

A quick tally or the collection reveals we have 2000+ books, 400+ magazine titles, 800+ docu-
ment boxes, 130+ boxes of photographs and over 2500 audiovisual items (audio cassettes, films, vid-
ags, etc.) In the last 12 months we have added 330 books and 1900 documents. We hawve checked 250+
audio recordings. and sorted/ housed 4000+ negatives and 8000+ slides. This all adds up to a worn-
dertul primary resource coflection that reflects the activities and the impact of the Seventh-day
Adwventist Church within this part of the world. Please come and visit us one Thursday if you are
in the area. You are very welcome. Our hours are Thursday 9-12, 1-5. Rose-lee Power (Supervisor)
Phone: 02 4980 2313, Email: herftage@avondale. edu. au O
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EXCITING YET PURPOSEFUL:

a new venture in the Solomon Islands
The birth of Betikama Missionary School 24.12.47—30.01.49

Synopsis: Dugsng 1946 and
almost all of 1947, Lyn Thuift
revived the school ar Bamas,
Western  Solomeons.  Gardens
were replanted, coconuts gath-
ered and tthe assesszed, saw-
melling  resumed, boat:  were
repaired, classes recommenced
and a choir festval held! Now
Lyn 15 about to leave on a new
ventace fcther somth on the
island of Guadalcanal

I T WAS A COUPLE OF
HOURS before nudnight
on 23 December 1947, It was a busy time on the Batuna
wharf. However, loading was soon completed and the en-
gine of the & F Joner started. There was a shost praver for a
zafe voyage, the ropes were cast off, and the boat moved
down the MAarove Lagoon toward the Bili entrance en
route to Honiara. It was st a simple procedure that had
been repeated many times in the past. However, this top
had special significance, for on boacd wese thirteen "boys",
students of the Batana Traming School, who had been
zelected as the nuclens for the proposed Betikama MMis-
sionary School to be set up by their headmaster, Lyndon
Thrift, and hiz wife, Grace. The journey was uneventinl
and, after a breakfast break at the Russell Islands, the boat
arrrved at Honiara asound mudday, the day hefore Clust-
mas.

Why Betikama?

Before the war, Batunz had been the very heast of the
Adwventist mission m the Solomon Islands. It was the mis-
sion headquarters, with residences for the superintendent
and secretary-treasurer. Also located there were the train-

ing school, hospital, prating press, sawmill, slipway and

Grace and Lyndon Thrift

engineering plant. A Japanese boat bwdder had wosked
there, and an nnfinished boat was still in the shed when
WWIL ended. The surrounding Marovo Lagoon area had
provided s large percentage of mission teachers, and these
teachers had taken the local language to many areas, grong
it almost the statns of an Adventist Latin.

But there were problems. Batuna was far removed from
the capital and business ceatre, Hontara. The nearest post
office was some hours sway by boat. The land had been
worked by traditional island methods, and declining fertil-
ity cansed difficulties in providing an adequate food supply
for a school large enough to produce the needed teachers.
Alzo the relisnce on the Marovo language as the means of
education and commuanication had become a limiting fac-
tor, for the only literatiire available in that langnage was the
New Testament (Is Flali Hugarang), the lesson gquarterlies
and the hymnbook (Buda ve Heobi).

As a gesult the energetic new supenntendent of the
Solomon Islands Mission, Pastor Herbert White, set out to
find new locations for both the mussion headguarters and
the schogl The former was relocated at Fouboum, just east

of Honiara, and the school at what became knowa

as Detilkama, s few miles Darther east. Dioubtless,
his search he was assisted by Pastor Norman Ferris,
who had ganed an intimate knowledge of Guadalea-
nal from his years of pre-war mission work in that
area. His brother, David Ferris, was avaiable at the
time and he alse had a knowledge of the ares, even
though his work had been mainly on Malaita.

The School Property

The land purchased for the school had been
owned by Lever Brothers and was inland from their
coconut plantation. It covered 1,650 acres and was
hounded on the east by the Lunga River thence the
name, Bettkama, meaning Big Water in the local
dialect). Bums Creek formed part of the western
houndary. At the time of the survey done by the
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government engineer, My Bucns, four points wese specified
on the hanks of the river and the creek where steel pipes
set in concrete became permanent markers which were to
he joined by straight lines. It is naderstood that the cost of
the land was ten shillings per acre. At that time the ex-
change rate made ten shillings (which became the Anstra-
Lian dellar) the equivalent of USF1.66.

The land was mostly flat allovial seil, interspersed in
spme agess by sharp  gravel
ridges. The nosthern part was
open konar grassland, but fuc-
ther from the sea this gave way
to tropical forest.

As the new school site was
directly across the Lunga River
from Henderson Aicfield, the
scene of much hitter fighting
during the war, there were
many reminders of the past in
the form of unexploded shells,
hand grenades, bullets, ete. And
a foomer quarsy on the property
held a aumber of army toucks that had been lightly covered
with grawvel.

First Impressions

The eatsy road to the school was through s gap be-
tween a couple of hills, opening out into & flat area, which
came into view quite suddenly. Cn that day in 1947 the
first wiew of the school site was not such as would charm a
neweomer. Datona was located on a promeatosy, with the
lagoon on three sides: the new school would be cut off
from the sea and its breezes, and a large ares of recently
hlackened kunai grass did nothing to improve one’s first
impression of the place. In the midst of this stood a near-
complete residence, built from old azmy huts, for the expa-
tuate couple, and a quarter-acge patch of sweet potatoes,
just starting to mn. "Home" for the boys was an acmy lhat
in the bush; it was in such a poor state of repair that the
frequent showers of fain required the nse of pandanus-leaf
nmbsellas. Before these boys had been selected they had
heen warned that Lfe would ke tough for a while; they
were prepared to accept thus and rose magmficently to the
challenge.

The Food Supply

One thing that had been leamned early in mission experi-
ence was that & well-fad school was likely to be & happy
school, so establishing gardens was high on the priority List.

The government
promptly requisitioned
all root crops on the
island & the school was
feft with just three days

supply
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But until the crops matored, food had to be bought, and
the loeal sonceces were the Catholic school at Tenarn and
the government expersmental farm at v, Food was pus-
chased in this way wntl early MMarch, when there was a
shipping failure and the importing of rice ceased. The gov-
ernment promptly requisitioned all root crops on the is-
land and the school was left with just three days supply.
But before that food ran out, & miracle tock place.

On a hot, clondless day the Luaga River stacted to nse,
not st a little, but 24 feet (Tm) in a couple of hours as the
result of a clondburst in the mountains. The riverhank at
the school was 27 feet (Bm) high: heace Betikama escaped
flooding. But it was a different stogy at the American base
across the river. Some of their food stores were flooded,
and as soon as the water subszided anything that was wet —
even cartons of tinned goods—went to the dump, the
happy hmating ground for the boys after work Soon they
were returmng with cartons of breakfast cereals and other
goodies. The commanding officer st the American base
happily agreed to our taking the truck to the dump to bring
back what could be salvaged, and this resulted in our sal-
vaging one and a half large touckloads of cornflakes, rice
bubhbles, flowr, sugar, veast, raisins, cheese, milk powder,
cocoa, etc. And did the boys enmjoy the change to the
American food! A typical break-
fast inchided cereal with milk
toast and cheese, fouit buas and
hot dank. They loved it! (By the
time the first crops were matuge
enough to
there were ocaly a couple of
wheelbarrow  loads left) At
worship that evening there was
a thanksgiving service, and the
hymn wsed was “Come, Ye
Thankfal Pecple, Come.” Good
Inckr MNever! Prowmdential? Ab-

start  hasvesting,

solutely!

But, hack to the gardens. To ensuze an adequate and
regular supply of the staples, sweet potatoes and tapioca,
fortnightly plantings of a quarter scre became the basme
rule of the garden program. The sweet potatoes needed
only one weeding—az fortnight after planting—for the

i L

14 Frinopl ‘s renidence.

1850 acres-871.77 hectares ) |

The layout of Betikama
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vines grew fast enough to choke sll weeds after that At
frest the only agoeultural equepment available, apart from
showvels, included a weapons cacrier (US acmy utility) and a
single-furrow meouldbeoard plough. Usually there were two
plonghmen and a dover working together, and it was very
interesting to watch the competition to see who conld pro-
duce the straightest furrow. Later the school acquired a
small Ford tractor and a two-gang disc cultrrator.

Other crops included corn, Inju (a yam), pawpaws, ba-
nanas and a locsl green called wpasks in the Marovo lan-
guage. Coconuts for eating came from Levers’ plantation,
and those for planting along the riverbank were brounght
from Fennell Island for they were a shoster vacety and the
nuts were large.

By late May 1948, the school had a surplus of the staple
vegetables, for which there was a ready market in Honiara.
Another sonzce of food was the rorer, which at that time
was well stocked, though in later years the supply was de-
pleted. Usnally three bovs went fishing on Tuesdays and
they wonld stagger home, heavily laden. Some of the fish
they speared were so lagge that when they were carried on
shoulder poles, the tails deaggred on the gronad. Quite & lot
of "recreational” fishing took place at odd t:mes ducing the
day.

Judging by the contented stmosphere, Bettkama was a
well-fed school.

Buildings

Prior to the azoval of the schoolboys at Bettkama, the
mussion had bought the buldings at an Amencan camp
just east of the Metapono Fover. Some of these had already
heen moved to the school site. The work of remowal was
made more difficult by some bridges having been washed
away in floods. Consequently, it was necessary to transport
building materials along the coast on a barge borrowed
from the leper station at Tetere and teuck them to the
school site. Most of these buiddings were Cuonset huts. By
the end of 1948 four were being used as dosmitories, one
as a classroom and another to house the press, while two
more had been uszed to build the headmaster's house
Other buildings that had been erected were the dining
room and kitchen and two teachers’ homses. Two marned
couples’ houses were under constriction.

Relattonships with the Amescan base were very cosdual;
vizits by the commanding officer and chaplain were happy
occasions. On one of his

calls Captain  Collins
enguired
corn for Christmas din-
ner, and TOD cobs were
given. In emchange he
insteneted  that  the

about  some

school be given two

more  Quonset  Luts,
Chaplain Nalley tock a
real interest in the pro-
gram and made some
very complimentary
remarks when compar-
ing Betikama with an-
other he had

wated. He also prowvided

school

a lttle humowr when

mspecting  the garden,

Elizha Gorapava

by searching for pods containing little white balls on the
tapioca plants, not knowing about the tubers.

Another helpfol visitor was Secgeant Dewey E Keene,

of the motor pool, who not only helped keep our wehicles
nuing, but, as a diligent explorer of all the tracks in the
agea, also supplied much information on the whereabouts
of timber and other matenals nseful for our bulding pro-
gram.
Frank Aveling, the mussion engineer, brought two diesel
engines, a generator and a saw bench from Batuna and
installed them for ns. This made the school self-sufficient
in timber, using logs brought in on 2 converted torpedo
trailes.

Much of the msterials needed during the first year at
Betthama came from what had been left after the waz. The
tharty gallons of fuel bought at the beginning seemed to be
like the widow's couse of oil, for no further purchases were
required. In fact, by year’s end we had a stock of over 100
barrels. A system of small rewards for finding fuel and
other essentials encoucaged searching by the boys. In this
way Kituru earned enough to buy a sewing machine and
set humself vp as a maker of shorts. Unused camouflage
netting and roll: of harbed wire found in the juagle pro-
vided the necessities for fencing. Fence posts wese out
from lemr trees. When some of these took root they did
not need replacing for quite some time.

The result was that Betithkama was started at minicoom
cost to the nussion. It 15 understood that the outlay dunng
the first thirteen moanths was ALB30, excluding both na-
tional and expatoate wages.

The School Program

Before transfermng from Batuna, the boys had agreed
that dugng the setiing up pewod they would be engaged in
full-time wesk uatil adequrate housing had been butlt. They
willingly honoured this commitment. Classes were phased
in gradually, firstly ocoupring the evenings, then half of the
morning, and finally half of the day. The curriculizm was
like that of most mission schools at the time, with special
emphasis on Bible and English. While the headmaster had
a fair grasp of Marovo, he insisted that the students speak
te him in English in normal cirenmstances in the hope that
this wonld improve their spoken English and facilitate
their access to Literature.

Zoon after the fust group aroved three more studeats
came from Kopm school Soon others jomned and by Llay
1945 smty-fove were encolled, 3 number that was constant
to the end of the year. Liigeto and Laejama came as teach-
ers and Likera cared for the press.

As the oumbers increased and the different island
groups represented likewize increased, an experiment in
demaocracy was devized. An election was held to gain ap-
propriste representation from each group and this became
the "Legislative Assembly”, charged with the task of for-
mulating the mles that would govern the school Liligeto
was chairman, and it was mteresting that the code of laws
started with "Laws 1 -10: See Exodns 20." When the laws
wese approved and accepted an "Executive Couneil” was
elected. Undes Vare's chairmanship, it supervised the ou-
tine of school and work life, with power to imposze lmited
"hard labous" if necessacy. With the school organised thuas,
the teachers were free to give more time to their real work
and a sense of responsibility developed among the
stadents. It has been reported that this system continued



40 years on. Pastor Joshua Lapo leads the way followed by Pr Wilfred Bili & Pr Nathan Rore.

to function effectively in the absence of expatriate leades-
shup.

It may he asked how Betikama fitted into the over-zll
educational program of the Solomon Islands. If =uch a
program exmisted, those that worked at Bettkama had not
heard of it. To the best of their knowledge all education at
that ttme was in the hands of the vanous nqussions, each of
which chose its own objectives and programs. It was a
similar simation with the planning and constmetion of the
school The mission made its own decisions and did the
best it could with what was avalable. Gudance and regula-
tion did not exist. There was so little government supervi-
sion that even in such 3 basic matter as the licensing of
vehicle drivers, coatrol was not instituted wotil well into
1948

It would be sad if the recording of Betikama's first vear
did not :achide a toibute to that first class. It was due to
their willingness, energy, faithfulness and sheer hard wodk
that so much was accomplished in such a short tme. And
when they took up positions in God's work they were still
fazthiul, providing a very significant percentage of post-war
leadership for the mission.

The Church

Soon after the school stasted a church was orgamised
and the appropoate offices filled. Hefore long thoughts
tuened toward the need for a chureh building. The studeats
did not have money but they had enesgy, and Lever Eroth-
ers plantation was act hemng wosked. Soon amangements
were made for the collection of coconuts in after-school
hours; copra was made and the proceeds were divided
equally between Levers, the church buldding fund, and the
students who did the work. The drying was done by bovs
on one-hour shifts through the mght, and by the end of
the year the fund stood at L300 oo small amouat for those
days.

The Aftermath

At the fortieth anmiversary celebrations in 1985 there
was a march past of current and fosmer students. Fifteen
hmndred marchers participated, mcluding some from the
first class in 1948, It was a pround moment for the schoaol,
to have so many of its aluman: return for the reumion.
Among the marchers were men who had been mission
presidents and secretaries, ministers and teachess, trades-
men, businessmen and politcians, iacluding some govesn-
ment musters. One ex-student was later to become a de-
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partmentsl secretary st
the South Pacifiec Divi-
si001.
Az I watched that march
I could not help hut
think of what these pec-
ple had coatobuted to
God's work, through the
spreading of the gospel,
not only in the 3olomon
Islaads, but also in other
lands, particulardy PNG.
Only in the Better Land
will we know the fmll
story of all the good
accomplished by that
little group that started
pioneering st Betikama
on Chostmas Eve 1947,
and by those that have followed on

The Betikama "Pioneers".

Members of the initial group who started the school in
19458—from Batuna & other places such as Fopm, Gua-
dalcanal. (Prepared in January, 2003 by MNathan Fore).

1. Vavepitu, Teacher, mussionary to New Guinea, precepror,
azssstant mizsion director, Ordamed: retiwed at Folombangars.

2. Isaac Moveni. Teaches, district ditector, departmental direc-
tor, ordained, retired at Dovele

3. Solomon. Died soon after retuening to his village at Vim.

4 Jiomi Poa. Teacher at Rennell, Bellona and MMalata. "Very
good and faithful teacher." Ordained? Retired at Ughele, Rea-
dova.

3. Mathaneel. Teacher, district director. Remembered for his
fasthfulness in matmg, travellng by cance without cuthoard.
Died before retirement.

G. Jacob Malaro, Chief of willage of Jella, nocth MNew Georga.
IMoted for leadesship wm willage development, with vesy lasge
Adventst chuech, Farthiul layman.

7. Jacob Maeke, Cazpenter. Worked at Jones Miszionary Cel-
lege and Fmlmdn. Faithful member; retired at Dowvele.

9. Kiruru Ghomu,  Teacher in both Sclomens and New Guinea.
Assistant Union Education Director, making an outstanding
contrbution to Adventist education Ordaeed. Weomwr retired at
Sobio, Gatckae Island.

10 Savakana, Paszsed to his gest before envering the wotk of the
church.

11. Ben Min. Fassed to kus rest before entening the work of the
choreh

12 Lasi. Did not enter church employ.

13. Elisha Gorapava. Teacher, ordained, Assistant Union Edu-
cation Director, Mlission president, Unicn Ministesial direcror,
member of divizion comumitree. Powerful preacher. Fassed to
hus restin 1951, (From Fopm Guadaleanal)

14 Thugea MMission cashier, then to CSUL office. Tramed as
munsster, osdamned,

15 Wilfred Bili. president of Bongainville mission, men:sterial
teacher at Sonoma, mession pres:dent again, Stewardship Di-
rector, South Pacific Divizion. Retired on Guadaleanal. (From
Fopm)

16. Nathan Rore. Teacher, school principal, ordained, assistant
educaton ditector, assstant presndent in New Guinea aus-
sions, president of 3 mizsions in Sclomon izlands, member of
Division executrve comunuttee, Retired at Betkama,

17. Saronga. Teacher in primary schools—Nalaita and Eastern
Solomens. Retired on Guadaleanal. (From Fopm)

18 Thomas Green. Whele life service in treasnsy work, Eastern
Solomens Mission. Retized and passed away. O



A NATIONAL EXPATRIATE REFLECTS
ON TEACHING PRIMARY SCHOOL IN SAMOA

—some success in spite of difficulties

Teina Tasvairanga, BEd
Pacific Adventist College. was
born on Rarotonga in the Cook

Islands o 3 Sepd 835, He went

o a government primary school
tere and fater to Papaaroa

Training School at Titikaveka
He graduated from Fulton

Missionary Colfege with a Pri-

mary Teachers Diploma in 1957,
and Fater in 197 4 with a Secon-
dary Teachers Diploma, He
ebtained s BED fram PAC in
1984

O ehe 26 Nov [958 he married
Tisakana Turia of Aitstaki o
Tokoroa, NZ. Their first ap-

polntment was fo the Adventist

Cemiral School at Lakbvaea, Apla
i 1958, Two years fater they
transferred (o the Satafa School
i Pago Pago where Telna
served as the headmaseer for 3
years, Four years were then spent
ar the Cilbers and Elee [siands

Missionary School o Abemama

fin Kirtbars, From 19068 - 1974

Teina caught, and also served &

deguty principal at Fulion, He

served 5 years as deputy principal
ar Papaaroa, 2 years as principal
ar Te Kaarea School an Aittaki
1. and back at Papaaroa &
principal for the next 2 years.
Aster his stuidy ar PAC he spene &
imore years ai Papaaroa. From
1903 o 1005 Tema pastored
churches oo Rarotonga as well as
serving as Fducadion Direcior for
the CF Mission.

Six children were born fnto the
Taivairang a family, —ohn
(deceased), David, Edward,

Adeline, Peter, &
Marceiia,

The Taivairangas now live at

FPapaaroa on Rarotonga

I T WAS IN the fabulous and beauntiful
Cock Island: that my ancestral and
Christian roots flowrished In thiz place I
must begin my reflections.!

My first contact with Christian education
tock place in 1931 when I enolled as a
studeat in what was then known as the
Cook Islands Seventh-day Adventist Train-
ing School at Papasroa on Rasotonga This
was a boarding school eradled i 1938 un-
der the admimistration of Pastor Agthur
Jacobson. Located close to a whate, sandy
heach and lagoon of natural beauty; and
with more than one hundred hectares of
fertile land suitable for cultivation, it of-
fered the ideal zetting for the opemtion of a
boarding school The :school enrclled both
marped and single strdents from Rare-
tongs and from the other inhabited islands
in the Cook Islands

I had no intention of being a part of
this Chostian eqvizonment or even becom-
ing a committed Seventh-day Adventist. My
only purpose of becoming invelved in a
school of this nature was just to satisfy my
mother's wish. Her desire was to make s
minister out of a hoate known to the family
folks in the village as being good for noth-
ing and not worth anything. Bemng the first
howm of a family of three hoys, [ seemed to
receive more attention than my brothers
did. This early experi-
ence taught me that in
family or school, the
practice of preferential
treatment of an indsmid-
nal destroys family to-
gethernes: and should
not be tolerated.

I entered the school at
the time when Pastor
John Cemmik? an Ans-
tralian mussionary, was
at the helm. Assisting
him wese tweo othess,
Henry Moala and Peter
Manut from  the
Frendly Islands of
Tonga. These were also
two Cook Island loecsls

sipporting the teaching
ministry, Pastor Joseph

John Cemnik

Henry Moala frem Tonga

Vatt and Ngatama Mareta Fia as well a
others who were involved in the schoc
progam one way of another.

It was Henry Moala’s Chostian inflnenc
in the classroom and superh teaching styl
that helped in consolidating my desice t
become invelved in the teacher trainin
program at Fulton hlissionary College ©
Fiji. In January of 1954, after spendin
three yvears of academic grooming at th
Papaaroa school, I left for Fulton. I ha
only one amhition, and that was to he
teacher, let alone thinking abont becomin
inveolved ia the work of the church, o ful
filling oy mother's desire of my becomin
a mumster.

Daphne Halliday (Chapman)



I speat four yeacs at the College. The last two of these
were spent in learning the skills in the act of teaching. I par
respect to an Australian missionary, Daphone Chapman’
better known today as Mes Don Halliday, Her outstanding
devoton and dedication i the skills of teaching teachers
to teach profoundly assisted in making me to be what I
have been as a teacher. This does not in any way unadec-
estimate the heaps of spiritual, academic and moral sup-
port recerved from all my other expatoate Chuostian frends
with whom I have mibbed shonlders in my over thirty years
of service for the chuech in the Pacific.

Lalovaea SDA School - Western Samoa 1959 - 1961

The indelible missionary inflnence and :mpact, from
Papaaroa Jchool and Fulten
College influenced me to
take muy first teaching ap-
pointment to Lalovaea
school in Samoa. Although
I was making hig money
working in a  factory in
Auckland, New Zealand, I
did not hesitate to accept
the eall I considered it a
privilege and honour to be
called to serve in the teach-
ing mumstry of the church. I
had not anticipated that my
Life would be moving in ths
direction &
I was on the verge of get-
ting into & macrage contract

with a fine young Cook
Island lady. She was a
qualified teacher, and in-
volved with the manning of the children's Sabbath School
classes at Ponsonby church in Auckland. Since ounr mar-

Teina outside a Lalovaea
School fale in 1959

page 1958, my wife, a dynamuc woman, has always
played a supporting role as either a full time or relief
teacher in all of the schools where we have served.

Araving at Lalovaea School in 1959, I taught uader the
David Hay intensive Bible-bazed education system” He
was another mussionacy teacher of New Zealand upboing-
ing, whose systematic people-orientated administrative
style focused on selationships rather than just on seeing a
job done. It was not only a povilege but o blessing to be
involved in a school of this kind where teachers and sta-
dents worked together transforming every classroom activ-
ity anto a huve of meanngful learning,

From my personal observation, I was mesged into a
mission-generated schocl, targeting a very strong witness-
ing program as well as placing emphas:s on academuc ex-
cellence. The success of growth in both the spiritual tone
and the academic guality withun the school system ia gen-
ezal, came about as a result of the voreserved commitment
and dedication of the teachers.® Then, there was also the
drnamic of the positive parent - teacher relationzhips, an
important element :n the process of leacning,

The regulsr Home and Schocol meetings under the presi-
dency of Sauni Kuresa drew many parents, families and
foends together for valuable reflections oa the school pro-
grams, and the performances of teachers and students. As
a result of these well attended frendly ianteractions, the
parent-teacher relationship grew stronger contributing to

23

liga Sauni Kuresa beside the playground equipment
bought by the Home & School Association

the success of the school. Saum Kugesa was an outstanding
Christian mmsician, compaoser of the Samoan national an-
them, and a prominent orgamist and pianist not only 20 s
church in Apia, but also in the community at large. The
Home and Schocol functions were coatinuously benefited
by the JAWV Biass Band, one of the four beass bands he
was managing on Upols and Savai's at the time.

This musical activity became s wital past of the school
and chueeh life. T believe that the uze of instrumental and
vocal mmsic in the school and the chucch, helped in en-
hancing the presence of Adventism in the community. In
addition to the use of heass instouments there were also the
morning devotions and Bible pedods when singing gospel
songs ennched the spintoual leamung process. Good quality
sacred mmsic transforms lives and should be encouraged in
every Seveath-day Adventst school, as it mstigates & -
brant atmosphere enconraging faith in a system of divine
oLigin,

Ia the minds of the majowty of the parents who sup-
ported the school, English was the most important subject.
They considered that success with English would sesult in
better employment and an improved economic situation.
Thesefore, the teaching of English as & second langnage
became fundamental in the process of learning. The use of
oral English satusated the pumascy section of the school,
and was consolidated at the high school level. We used the
Tate Cral English Sesies as I helieved that oral expression
should precede wetten langaage

The Samoan community, comprising both Adventists
and non-Adventists, were extremely interested in the edu-

cation of their children. They would do anything to ensure
that their cluldren recerved the best from the hest of the
many schools in the community. They wesze prepared to

Teina with the head prefects, 1960: Ativale Mulitalo & Oa Oa



Some of the female teaching staff in 1964: Irae Heru, Mina
Amosa (Cook Islands), Pele Potoi, Ruby Rea, I1sa Solofa,
Violosolo Saena & Sepuita Saluni (office).

ivest every avazlable sesousce of thew time, energy and
savings to provide their children with good education in
spite of the expensive costs :avolved in terms of school
fees and other items. Consequently, Lalovaea Adwventist
School, hecame their favonrite centre of learning.

I was responsible for a class of about sty pupils in
Form 1 (the Tth year). Another teacher had an additionsl
Form 1 of eqgual size. This high stadent-tescher ratio ex-
isted throughout the whole school canzing problems fos
the mental capabilities of human weaklings® But, 1 Lked
the challenge of teaching beg classzes, despite the prohlems
of insufficcent time for wndividual help for stadents. This
difficulty can be reduced through adequate prepazation and
good organization on the part of the teacher.

In addition to & very strong academde program, evangel-
ism became top pdooty. About half the students came
from a non-Adventist backgronnd. It was this pattecn that
set the pace for me, not caly to deal with the three "R's" in
the process of learning, but also to help as many students
as possible to accept Christ as their personal Saviour. The
Eible became my key textbook.

Beside the normal Bible class pedods, Pastor Tavita
Nin, ¥ a3 stalwart of Christian eduecation, an & weekly spe-
cial class for those students intecested in studying the
Word of God. He was good, stoiet, yet kind and fuendly.
These Bible classes resulted in many baptisms This gave
me 3 sense of joy and satisfaction. Praise and honour can
be given to God alone for lives surrendered to Him. T am
convinced that the teaclung of the Bible should always take
first priocity i all of our schools. Ellen G White identifies
this need. “To restore in man the image of his hlakes, to
baing him back to the perfection in which he was created,
to promote the development of body, mind and soul, that
the divine purpose in his creation might be gealised - thus
was to be the work of redemption. This is the ohject of
education, the great object of life”” 11

About twenty years after my teaclhing veass in Samoa, I
stood in a queue for lunch dugag the 1980 Australasian
Diivision Wouth Congress at Haskell Park, Ardmore in
Mew Zealand. The congress invelved youag people from
New Zealand, Australia and the Pacific Triangle of Polyne-
s:a, Melanesia and Mictonesia. Somecne andged me from
behind, and being cugious, I tocned to see. He was well
groomed, slightly taller than I was and probably in his early
thirties.

"Do vou semember me " he asked There was no

doubt whatsoever in his mind who I was even though time
and tides had silently transformed my human frame into
wowanted agemng, and more than double the size. A mo-
ment of silence lapsed, as I tried to peer into the voice and
the face hehind the guestion. "T'm sooy,” I said. "I don't
remember Tou"

“ I am Tast You remember, I used to sit :n your Bible
class at Lalovaes School I can stll remember the singing
time, the morning devotions and the Bible stooes of Old
Testament times."

Heowe clean, acomcate and coafident the verbal reaunis-
cence hit me Grasping his hand T said, “Tass, ves, T re-
member. If's nice meeting you after all these years, espe-
cially at a gathering of this kind. T can still zee you oconpy-
ing the froat seat, quet, vet eager to learn. How come?
What happened? "

Buiefly, the stocy went like this:

Ower the years he had been searclhung for greater undes-
standing of the Word. Having been brought up of London
Missionacy Soctety pagents, he felt he had to lock fusthes
for deeper knowledge of the Bible. Often, reflections of
hizs days at the Adwveatist school at Lalovaea especially the
worship and Bible times kept haunnting him. Furthermore,
he determined to f£ad out more about the chusch behind
the opeation of such a fine Chrstian schoel he had at-
tended. After his marnage, he moved to New Zealand with
his famuly and settled i Porims. There he accepted an
iavitation to attend an evangelistic meeting for the Samoan
community conducted by Pastor Rangeso Tupa't His
search for the teuth tock him into the baptismal font
where he made his final decision to follow his Lord. At the
time of ownr meeting during the Congress, Tas: had heen
ordained as & deacon and was doing the work of the
chugch with his fanuly, Wisdom expresses it gently thus
war, "Cast your bread upon the waters, for after many days
vou will fnd it agan. 12

God certainly works in mysterions ways His wondess to
perform. He alone knows just how many of the boys and
girls like Tasi, who also went through my classes, have
geven their lives to Him. This is the most beantifnl thing
that can happen in any school rmea by the chusch. It is not
only rewarding, but extremely satisfring.

My teaching ministey at Lalovaea 3chool termunated
prematuzely as [ was asked to £l a need in the Satala
school 10 American Samoa. It was a deffienlt decision for
me to make as [ was thoroughly enjoying the work I was
doing in terms of the close fmendly selatonship developed
between me and my class, especially in Bible study. But I
realised that God's work must move on. He knows what is
best in any cirenmstance. 3o, I transferred to Pago Pago in
American Samoa.

The Strength in the Education System
A summary of my reflections taken from my teaching

experience at Lalovaea school:

1. It is important to maintain strong Christian overtones in
all aspects of leanmung, integrating hiblical ponciples in
all subject areas. I believe that this is still the hest way to
challenge  the self-centred
schemes of the wozld. This Bible-based education en-
conrages an atmosphere of love and wnderstanding

humanistic, edncation

among students and teachers.

2. These are advantages in developing good zelationships
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betwreen the teachers, parents and students. As a result,
the spinitual tone and the acadesue quality wil become
better, enhance an increase in the earclment and the
level of internal and external examimnations will improve.

. The snccess of a school depends largely on the commit-

ment and dedication of the teachers. Success is not de-
pendent on costly classrooms, an extensive libsary, o
the Iuxury of the latest computers. Even without these
novelties, 1 believe that the saccess of any academic
program depends on teachers who are able to effectively
use 4 blackboard and chalk. There 15 a saying that the
best teacher is marked by chalk smudges on his back.

I can still see in my mund's eye those kikau (coconut
leaves) classroom huts used as palaces for leaming the
theee “R's™ in the primary school. The temposasy make-
shuft huts offered a situation conducive for learning,

. The motto of the school,

"Nothing Without La-
bour™ was a key to sue-
cess. What we put nte
any project is

what we will reap from

exactly

Teaching 15 & senous
basiness-serions hecanse
we are dealing with huo-
man lives. Doctors deal
with the fraltes of hu-
Christian
teachers on the other
hand not only deal with

man frames.

the physical, the mentsl and the social aspects of leam-
ing, but also with the spirtual fralties of humans. This
makes teaching very important and challenging. The
ulttmate puspose of teachmng is to enhance academic
success and to channel every student toward making a
decizsion to serve God.

Higher than the highest human thought can reach is
God's ideal for His children. Godliness - godlkeness - is
the goal to be reached ™13

. Teachers will never know how many of those precious

jewels who have gone through their classrooms have
become successhil eitizens in this life and have chozen
to secre God.

. People are more mmpostant than thungs. hModern equp-

ment should not take the place of the ultimate purposze
of running & Chostian school. In terms of the mission
statement, it is to enconrage choices to serve God.

" Trae education means moge than the pemsal of 2 certain

course of study. It means more than the preparation for
the life that now iz, It has to do with the whole being
and with the whaole period of existence possible to man.
It iz the harmonious development of the physical the
mental and the spiritual powers. It prepares the stadent
for the jor of service in this world and for the higher jov

of wides secvice in the wodd to come."1*

Wealkmess in the system.

My experience led me to ohserve some weakneszes in the

school system.

Stadents who were unable to cope with the academic
demands due to the resalts of academic sereening were
left with the option of leaving schocl or being placed in

The ultimate purpose in
teaching is to enhance
academic success and to
channel every student
toward making a deci-
sion to serve God.
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a lower class. In some way, the educationsl system needs
to be admusted to easble these less able students to ge-
cerve an education appropriste to their quest for knowl-
edge and a place in society.

. A few students who were beyond school age had to

leawe becanze they could not cope with the stady pro-
gram of the class, especially in undesstanding and using
English in verbal and wotten form. This is pitifol and
pathetic. Coming from a background of indigenous free-
dom and ignorance, and through no fanlt of their own,
some are compelled to swallow a communication diet of
another langage they age not even capable of chewing.

. Students whe were not shle to camry on with their ednea-

tion fell back into the monotony of subsistence living 1
the style of mllage Lfe. Children learn at different rates
and st different levels. No one should underestimate the
importance of enabling a
student to achieve the high-
est level of which he or she
is capable in any kind of
learning sitnation.

4. Sometmes the academuc
weakness found i
children 15  emensed by
blaming the performance

of the teachers instead of

sone

accepting the limitations o
indclence of the students
themszelves as the pome
canse.

5. Some teachers are lack-
g basic skills in the Englizh langaage. Unless this ever
changing and ever growing langnage 15 properly taught
and cleagly understoed by those who dabhble in the edu-
cation process and who clam to have the mght to teach,
wvery limited success will be seen.

Summary

1

Sometimes those whose Englich is not their mother
tonge excel in its nsage more than those who were
boen and bred with it. These are to be admired for their
diligence and accomplishment

. In the teaclung of Enghsh as a second langnage, Ol

English in primary schools tops my list. I see a need for
the compualation of an Osal English conese syllabus and
reading materials relevant to modern trends in educa-
tizn, snd coaducive to our education philosephy and
statement of mussion for our Pacific Islands pomacy
schoals.

. The teacher's role in setting the correct intonation and

sentence patterns during thiz period iz not only impoe-
tant bt comeial This is because the Pacifie Island child
learns faster by repetition of what he or she hears dunng
Oral English daills.

Whether it be in speaking, tesching, preaching or read-
g, it 15 vital to know and vnderstand the langnage one
15 nsing, whether English or a vernaculas. This is where
skill in langnage teaching becomes very impostant. Gen-
erally, the main problem is the lack of sufficient suitable
reading materials.

. My teaching experience will always be a vital part of my

Christian growth and development. This experence has
heen enriched and consolidated by the support my wife
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and I recerved from the teachers as well as the parents
and church famulies thronghont the three major ethnie
divisions of the South Pacfic region where we have
worked. They were so kind, generous and cadng. There
is no doubt in my mind that the Seventh-day Adventist
church family 25 a wonderful family to belong to.

. The wvalue of the dedication and nraselfish services will-
ingly propagated by expatriate missionaries in the iland
fields can never be estimated in cazh. They came for the
purpose of caring and sharing, and wullingly offered
endless resourcefulness to meet the locsl needs. There
were always the kind gestures of physical and spiritual
murtige. They depoved themselves of the lumudies of
home and sauntered out on deck to face the naforesesn
Pacific Ocean challenges of the unknown. This is what
makes being a nussionary something satisfying and re-
warding for the sake of the gospel.

7. While it was difficult for my wife and me to lesve our
school and church family at Lalovaea when transferred
to Satala school in American Samoa, there was no hesi-
tation in responding to serve in another area of respon-
sibility for God. It came a5 a fulfilment of my ambiticn
of being involred in God's work as A missionary teacher.
It was time to move on and lesve our unknown future
to a knowing God.

. In the work of education as in any other phase in God's
work, there will always be happy times and times satu-
rated with aches and hus. Life 15 not always strewn
with foses without thorns, sunshine without showers,
sugeess without sweat and parting without pamn. This
philosophy is toue in every aspect of our lives.

. I believe that “vadety :5 the spice of life”. Change is
inevitable. Some mmst move on while others stand on
guazd as watchess on the education walls of Zion That
15 why I believe in constructive change.

10. I have learned that what we receive depends on what

we are willing to invest. The apostle Paul makes a point,

"Be not decerved God is not mocked for whatsoever a

man soweth, that shall he also reap."!® Therefore any-

thing good done in my teaching to make a difference in
the lives of young people, is a reflection of what Ged
can do with anvone who is dedicated to Him and His

SEITICE.

References:

! The Cook Islands consist of 6 large & some smaller Polyne-
sian islands. Thev are located approx.2,600 km NE of Aunck-
land, NZ. Population is ¢.17500.The ilands were visited by
Capt Jame: Cook m 1773, annexed by Borain in 1538 and
transferred to MEZ control m 1901 The people have commen
cittzenship with WNZ and hecame a self-governing overseas
terpitory of NZ in 1965, Avama, on the izland of Rarotonga, is
the administeatove capital. The islands produce fmit, copea and
crafts. The Peolvaesian Maoz people are knowrn for their cone-
age and navigatonal skills in their conguest of Te Moana o
Eiva or the "Pacific Ocean” They even travelled as far as NZ
which they called Aotearoa, or the "Land of the Long White
Clond "™ It was thiz kind of gecpraphical, traditicnal and enl-
migal flavons that provided the serting for John I Tay and othes
pioneer muss:onanes when they landed on Rarotonga at the
time of the first visit of the Pream in 1591

"In 1938 an estate of more than 100 acees (40 hectages) was
made available (on leaze) a: Titlkavela on Rarctonga to the
muszion, and a boarding school for 57 students was opened. A
G Jacchson, the mussion superintendent opesared the school
with the help of a panonal staff In 1945 3 W Palmer was

appomred the first headmaster. Dusing this year the schoo
began a trainng programme for Cook Island workers." Fron
thiz time on the mstitntion was koown as the "Cook Island
Tramning School”

John Ceznix had prewionsly served a3 poncpal of two islang
field instmitions—Aore in Vamame (MNew Hebodes), 1940
1942, and Beulah in Tonga, 19431949 In the Cook Islands i
was from 1950-54.

Henry Moala and Pua Maou served 10 the Cook Islands,

c 1930-34.

% Daphne Chapman, an Anstralian missionacy, served at the

=
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Fulton Missionary College, Tailevn, on the main :sland of

Wits Levu in Fiyi, from 1930 to 1952 and again from 1955
59, Later on, following marriage to Don Halliday she, with he
hushand, tanght ar Fulton.

At the time of the call to connect with the school in Apis
Samoa, Teina was making good money wodkmg m the mea
processing plant of Hellabyvs at Penrose in AvcHand.

David Hay, a NZ nussionary, served as headmaster of th
Apia Cental School, Lalovasa, and as the Samoa Alissios
Education Director from 1958 to 1963,

Teachers at the Central School 1 1959 were: Daved Hay, MNes
Hughes, Pemasa Frata:, IMrs Fuufind Pemasa, Sianman Samama
MMes Thoakana Tawairanga, Teina Tavairanga, Pr Tavia N
[PT_:-: Luther Dakua, Liatana Fa'ansda, Irae Nem & Mls Peli
Potoi. Assisting at times were Mrs Fay Hay 8 Pr Tind Inu.
Enrolment 11 195% was mose than 300 pupdls.

Pr Tavita Min had secved as a ploneer nussionary in the Tuvah
{ Ellice) Islands from 1946 to 1949, From 1939 he cared fo
the vouth depastment of the Samoa Mission.

Ellen G White, Education (Mouatain View, California: PPPS
19423, 11.

Ecelesiastes 11:1 NIV, Bible

White, Educarion, 15,

Thed, 14

Galatians &7 IJV, Bible. m]

The Viking Ahoy fast on the shore at Buca Bay
(See story on the next page)



REFLOATING THE VIKING AHOY
—drama in Buca Bay, Fiji

In 1938, Alec wath his mother
and father, was baptised by Pr
Fergus McFarland. He attended
the West Australion Missionary
College and graduatsd in 1922
He graduated 2 vears later from
the Ministerial Course at the
Australasian Missionary College .
Following brief colporteur service
he minstered n a number of
churches.
He married Sh Priceon 15

Aug 1947, They began mission

service in 1948 he as acting
principal of the Aove Training
School in Vanuaty. Over a period
of 25 vears Alec and Shirley
worked mn Vanuatu (10), Kiribat:
(9). PNG (6). At the end of
1972 they agam entered into
terial service , for the Abo-
wals at Kempsey, N
Jor churches in Western Australia,
They retived at the end of 1985.
Alec has continued to help out in
church work. As @ Master Mart
ner, together with God's guida
he has successfully sailed a number
of boats through dyfficult seas and
regf-strewn areas. He has been a
member of the Royal Art Soctety,
NSH, since 1945, and the WA
TWatercolour Soc. since 1991.
The Thomsons have 2 daughters,
Michelle and Claire. They now
itve at the Victoria Point retive-
ment village, Brisbane, QLD

.

(Editorial note: Two men have contrib-

uted to this saga of the sea that occurred at
Vatuvonu, Fiji, in 1957.)

Ray Wilkinson’s story.
VVE HAD BEEN WORKING in the
W ¥ Coock Islands, and near the end
of 1957 I received a call to be principal of
the Vamwonu Central School on the island
of Vanua Levu in Fiji. We arrived in Suva
just before the time of the Central Pacific
Union Mission's annual meetings, and as
there was no representative from the Cook
Islands available just then, and none from
the East Fiji Mission for which we were
bound, I was invited to attend the meeting.

Toward the end of the meetings we
heard that there had been a cyclone and it
had hit Vatuvonu on 7 January. The dam-
age had affected both the school and the
mission headquarters causing minor dam-
age to buildings. Worse, it had caused pos-
sible damage to both the mission boats,
the T77&ing Aboy (which was used by the
mission) and the smaller 47 Taksi (mainly
used by the school). Both boats, we heard,
had been blown aground.

Because Barry Crabtree, who was the
Mission President for the East Fiji Mis-
sion, was in Australia, attending a summer
school at Avondale, Norma Crabtree and
her children were the only expatriates at
Vatwvonu. To try to be of any help to
Norma and the Mission
staff, and to get our-
selves to the school so
that we could see what
needed to be done be-
fore the school-
year began, we flew up
to Savusavu, the closest
airport to Vamuvonu. A
new road (with the
somewhat  grandiose
name of the Hibiscus
Highway) was being
laid down to link Sa-
vusavu with Buea Bay where Vatuvonu
was situated. The road was not yet com-
plete, but could be used to within a few
miles of the school.

Before leaving Suva we sent word to
Vatuvonu by radio to let Norma know
when we would be arriving, On arrival at

new

When I was
half-asleep I
thought I
heard a voice
telling me...

Savusavu we managed to find a taxi whose
driver was willing to take us to the end of
the completed section of the road. As we
travelled we could see evidence of the cy-
clone’s force, and that the road was also
somewhat damaged.

We arrived at the end of the road in the
middle of the afternoon. There was nobody
there to meet us, so, after waiting for a short
time we hid our suitcases and hand luggage
under some bushes and set off on the track
to the Bay. Our two children, aged two and
three, soon tired and that meant we each
had to carry one. We had walked less than a
kilometre when to our delight we heard the
sound of a tractor coming in our direction.
Soon it appeared over the rise ahead and we
saw Norma perched on one of the mud-
guards, and the Mission's engineer driving,
What a wonderful sight that was!

The tactor had a very basic platform
attached behind it, and we were able to go
back to where we had left our luggage, and
soon had the luggage and ourselves piled
onto the platform—and thus ceremoniously
we made our grand entrance to Vatuvonu.
We had only the few items which we had
been able to carry with us on the plane, and
were very grateful for the welcome Norma
gave us and for the items she was able to
lend us so that we could settle into our new

home.
Then it was time to check the boats. We
saw that the _4;/ Tals
which had been blown

through the wharf (a clear
indication of the rather
flimsy stucture that had
been the wharf), was virm-
ally undamaged but had
then been lifted onto the
nearby sandy beach. After
the cyclone, the mission
and school staff had been
able to push it out into the
deeper water and it ap-
peared to be in fair condi-
ton. The larger Viking Aboy, however, had
been blown on to a section of a reef near
the boundary of the mission station, and
was well aground. At low tide, the water on
the reef was only ankle deep, as was the
water most of the way around most of the
ship! It was clear that we needed to both



The unsuccessful attempt to float the boat using drums.

lighten the ship and provide some buoyancy if ever it was
to be refloated.

The next day, mission workers came to help. I am fairly
certain Pastor Nemani Tausere, Assistant President and
Marika Tuiwawa, my assistant, were among them. We all
worked alongside Captain Volau and Engineer Emosi to
lighten the ship. That involved taking out all the ballast and
removing what we could of the engine parts. The ballast
was covered with sticky black ooze, and we were soon
covered with the same! The only "work" clothes I had with
me were my white shorts and shirts, which I planned to
wear in the classroom. One set of my clothes had to be
dedicated to the lightening of the ship! Heavy (and also
oily and dirty) engine parts were then removed and placed
on the land. Once that was done, we started to think about
buoyancy. We were able to find a couple of empty fuel
drums, and then we cut quite a lot of bamboo. We then
used crowbars to channel holes under the ship so that we
could pass rope through, and then we affixed the drums
and bamboo on either side of the ship.

We tied it all as tghtly as we could at low tide, hoping
the rising tide would lift the ship enough for us to move it
into deep water. At high tide we made an atrempt, pulling
with the .4/ Ta/a/ and pushing for all we were worth. The
buoyancy we had added did make a difference, but it was
clear that we were not able to shift the ship. We then set
about getting more bamboo, and tying that in place. And
then, just at this ime Alec Thomson arrived with the Fesw
As, and how pleased we were to see the ship and the sen-

ior men and

crew with
them.  They
had  brought
additional
dmms and
good rope and
we felt sure
that the next
effort  would
be successtul.
Burt it wasn't.

Alec Thom-
son's story.
While all this

was going on,

The crew of the Fetu Ao at Abemama in
1957. It is not known whether all these

men were on the boat at the time of the

incident. Nauan is first on the left & Fred
Langley is second from the right at the we left the

back. His grandfather was the Anglican

Bishop of Melbourne e L

lands and sailed for Fiji in November 1957 where we had
to have some work done on the Fetv 4o The work was
completed in January and the Fefw_ 4o was ready to return
to Abemama in Kiribati (Gilberts). I remained in Suva on
business and when I was there Pastor A W Martin caught
up with me and gave me the startling news that a cyclone
had passed through the north of the group and the [iking
Ahgy had been blown ashore at Buca Bay on Vanua Levu
and that the CPUM officers wanted me and my party to
leave that day.

I told him that that was impossible becanse we had to
get supplies and fuel on board, and they would need rope
and drums to help float the 1iking_ 4bey. In addition, we
would have to get permission from the Harbour Master
and Customs to do the trip to Buca Bay. What was more,
we wanted to visit the Lau Group to inspect cyclone dam-
age there and distribute a few bags of Dorcas clothing that
had arrived a few days before.

The Gilbertese sailors—Fred Langley, first mate; Kautu,
engineer; and Baureti, Tiam and Nauan, crew—prepared
the ship for sail. It was the next afterncon, however, that
we set out in

the Feru Ao
for Vatu-
vonu., With

me on board
were Pastor
Gordon
Branster,
CPUM
President;
Pastor Wil
liam Coates,
Fiji  Mission
President;
Mrs  Olive
Coates;
Terry  Sow-
den, Fulton
College
Manual Arts
teacher and
my wife,
Shirley. We
arrived  the
next day and
immediately
set to work. Ray Wilkinson and the Fijians had been work-
ing on it for some days but the Tiking 4boy was still high
and nearly dry. All hands attempted to refloat it by fasten-
ing 44-gallon drums under it, but without success, even
though we worked untl 10 o'clock that night.

Some of the folk slept ashore where Mrs Crabtree and
the Wilkinsons found places for them, while some slept on
board ship. When I was half-asleep I thought I heard a
voice telling me to use the lifeboats. I think it was the voice
that wakened me, but there was no one in the cabin.
Shirley was in the kitchen getting breakfast, so I asked her
where everyone was. She told me that all the men had gone
ashore to work while I had been asleep.

I joined them and told them what I had heard. We gath-
ered some heavy beams from Mr Ward who had the
saw-mill near by, and placed them under the stern of the
Viking Ahoy in the space near the propeller. We rested

“Mission Accomplished”.



them, one each side on each of the lifeboats
from the Fetn 4o and roped them stern and
stern to the Ti&ing Ahoy, as I had been in-
structed by the voice. As the tide slowly came in
that afternocon, the Tiking Aboy slowly lifted
and about 3:15 pm on Tuesday, 14 January
1958, she was floating at anchor in the Bay.

There seemed to be no structural damage, so
the whole company praised God for His in-
structions.

The next day, I went my way to the Lau
Group and spent the Sabbath out there, later
returning to Buca Bay and towed ikinz 4boy
to Suva. Mission Accomplished!

Ray Willkinson—a postscript.

I am certain that Alec Thomson's story of feeling he
was given an idea from the Lord is a valid one. T can re-
member what a difference that lift, provided by the life-
boats, made. We also had a rope tied to the mast of the
iking Aboy and some helpers pulled on that to help keep
the ship on an angle so that the ship's keel would not dig
into the reef and make movement more difficult.

At a signal, the Fefw Ao strained and we pushed, and

The Fetu Ao and the Viking Ahoy.

prayed and pushed, and suddenly there was a shudder, and
the ship moved backwards (with a few bumps and shud-
ders) into deeper water. This time we prayed again—
prayers of thanks.

For some days we had the 77&ing 4boy at anchor in the
Bay. Each day we went out and bailed the water that had
seeped in, but the ship was in remarkably good shape.
Then, when Alec returned, he took her in tow and headed
for Suva where the gallant ship was repaired and sold. She
had served the church well. O

ESTABLISHING THE FIRST PERMANENT BASE

OF OPERATIONS IN VANUATU—Part 6
Tanmaru in NW Malekula

Synopsis: Calvin Parker, the
superintendent of the New
Hebrides Mission, (Vanuat)
had had a burning desire to
take the gospel to the Big
Nambas people in NW Male-
kula. Alma and Norman
Wiles had opened up the
work in the wvillages of Ma-
tanavat, Tanmiel and Emila-
wap in North East Malekula
and prospects for establishing
permanent mission  stations

were encouraging. Because
the people in Matanavat were friendly with both the Big
Nambas people and the Bush people they used the oppor-
tunity to visit the Big Nambas village of Tanmaru to be-
come acquainted with the people and leamn the language.
Living conditions were very primitive. They were exposed
to mosquito infested areas and the dangers of tubal war-
fare and cannibalism.

ARLY IN 1916 Calvin Parker wrote of his excite-
ment :

The object of our prayers for the past two years has
materialised, and now the Big Nambas people
[Tanmaru] have stretched out their hands ... They are

very enthusiastic. [Matanavat] has been the key in the
hand of God for opening up this work and a large
number of the bush people's villages.!

It was also the key to the request that came from the Big
Nambas for on one occasion when Parker was visiting
Matanavat he was able to make friendly contact with Na-
kambat, the Big Nambas chief of Tanmaru, and was in-
vited by him to wvisit his village. Parker felt that the Loxd
had given access to them mn a wonderful way and his de-
sire to help them was strengthened.?

In November 1915 Parker and Wiles had made the first
visit into Big Nambas territory. They remained at the an-
chorage. Accompanying them was the chief and a number
of his people from a Small Nambas wvillage inland from
Matanavat who had previously threatened to kill both
Parker and Wiles.

During the last days of December 1915 Parker and
Wiles made a further trp to the Big Nambas territory. On
the initial visit in November they had made an appoint-
ment for the brother of Nakambat to meet them and es-
cort them up to Tanmam. When they reached the anchor-
age Parker decided for safety reasons that Norman Wiles
should remain on the launch, while he took the trip alone
up the mountain to the village.

It was a 16 kilometre climb over a flat and up a steep
mountain-side of over two thousand feet, with the sun's




direct rays pouring
down. It took
about three hours
to make the as-
cent.?

On the way up
they passed num-
bers of Big Nam-

bas men coming

down and each
dme the guide
came in contact

with these men he

would stop and
watch them out of
sight. Parker

learned later that
the guide was
afraid they would
shoot Parker
when the visiting
party turned their
backs.

When they
eventually reached the village they were taken to the danc-
ing ground and Parker was invited to sit on a stone. There
were a large number of men on the dancing ground and
they gathered around Parker and felt him all over.

Parker remarked:

Pr Calvin, Mrs Myrtle Parker & daugh-
ter Ramona (Missionaries from USA)

My silent prayer was that God would cause His vir-
e to flow out as He did from the body of Jesus,
and that this people would have created in them a
longing desire for the living Bread that came down
from heaven, instead of the flesh of this poor body.*

Nakambat was very friendly and Parker talked as best
he could in Bislama and a few words of the Big Nambas
language that he had picked up on previous contacts.
Parker found that the men were very interested in his bag
of medicines and it was not long before he was treating
many of the men gathered on the dancing ground. Word
soon spread to the sick in the village and they converged
on the dancing ground
for treatment.
Nakambat and his
people requested wor-
ship and Parker hung
up a picture roll and
began to sing. To his

amazement the men

walked away from him
to what they consid-
ered a safe distance
and looked to see
what was taking place.
When Parker prayed
the men sat down
their backs to
him and covered their

When  the

with

heads.

prayer was  over
Parker wryly  re-

marked, Many had to

Nakambat. The bone through his
nose showed that he was a
cannibal

be told to wake up!’

The brother of Nakambat tock Parker to see his com
pound and some of his twenty-five wives. Parker note
that the houses were larger and better built than the coasta
ones. Each building was surrounded by a high, tightly
woven reed fence, the entrance being through a small hol,
which even Parker found difficult to squeeze through. H.
also noted that when the inhabitants of the houses wantec
to enter their homes they did so on hands and knees.

Nakambat and his brother took Parker to the outskirt
of the village and showed him a piece of ground whicl
they indicated they would give if it was decided that th
mission would be established in their midst.

The two men assured Parker that they would put up :
school building and protect the Europeans. The end resul
of the visit was an invitation to establish a station near th
village of Tanmaru.

Request Granted for Tanmaru

When Parker returned to Artchin he immediately wron
to the Australian Union Conference in Wahroonga, NSW
He reported in the Rewrd that he had decided to work 11
Tanmaru and had asked for a grant for building materia
and furnishings for a house for a worker and his wife.®

Parker maintained that this Big Nambas tribe was th
largest, the most cannibalistic, and the most warlike of al
the tribes on Malekula but, at the same time, that they wern
friendly with a great many bush tribes. If the people wern
won to the side of Christ a wide field in which to worl
would open up.

Stewart and Wiles (seated) telling the gospel story.
On 27 Apul 1916 Calvin Parker made his last visit t

Tanmam. He was accompanied by Andrew Stewart anc
Norman Wiles. The people of the village welcomed then
with great friendliness. Hardly 2 gun could be seen. Th
ground that Nakambat had promised to the mission hac
been cleared and a number of posts had been curt for th
church/school building. Parker surveyed the land for regis
tration and the total area was six acres. He was also prom
ised further ground if it was needed.

The friendship that had developed between Parker anc
Nakambat was seen when Parker told the chief that h
would be leaving for Fiji. He wrote:

Nakambat, with deep emotion put his arm around
me and gave me a hug and said, ‘Come back again.
This is your place. You will walk about this place
with us. You are our friend and T am your friend’.



Nakambat was elated when given the news that Norman
and Alma Wiles would be their missionaries.

Parker made a plea to Adventists throughout the
world that they would pray for Brother and Sister
Wiles as they went to live among the Big Nambas.
The move was fraught with a great deal of danger, as
they were the worst cannibals of the New Hebrides.
He was concerned that one false step might mean
death to them.”

Andrew Stewart from Atchin made a
second visit to Tanmaru. He reported
that a mission site had been selected and
land secured. They were waiting for
workers so that work could be started
among them. He felt that the door was
open and it was imperative that they
move in while the sitmation was favour-
able.?

Norman Wiles was given the respon-
sibility of making monthly visits to Tan-
maru, however, in August 1916, a fort-
night after his previous visit, reports
began filtering through to Matanavat
which indicated that the people of Tan-
maru were no longer interested in hav-

come over and help us.’10

When Parker, who was then Superintendent of the Cen-
tral Polynesia Conference in Fiji, heard of the urgency for a
missionary couple for Vanuatu he added his voice to her
plea, writing:

We think of our dear Brother and Sister Wiles trying
to navigate the heavy ocean swells along the coast
from Matanavat to the Big Nambas and landing in a
small canoe that they may retain the hold that we
together gamned through prayer and
peril amongst the wild cannibal people.
Is there not some strong man and his
wife in our ranks who will give up the
pleasant associations of the homeland
for this crying need of the great island
fieldrit

In August 1917 Norman and Alma Wiles
moved to Tanmaru for a short period.
When they armved at the anchorage
known as Hoenparav there were no Tan-
maru men or boys to meet them so they
started to walk up the track toward the
house that had been built for them by the
village people. Here they made contact
with some of the men who immediately
went to the beach to collect the boxes.

ing the mission established in their area.
The report was that a trader had gone
up into the village and told the people
that all the land around them belonged to him for he had
previously paid for it with six muskets. He threatened the
people if they allowed the mission to have the land. Wiles
was also told that they, he and Stewart, were to go to Tan-
maru and collect the three pounds the mission had paid for
the land. When the two men arrived in Tanmaru to investi-
gate the stories they found them to be false. What they did
find was that Nakambat had made a start with the thatch-
ing of the school building.

By October 1916 Wiles was able to converse with the
Big Nambas in their own language and when he and Stew-
art visited the village the people gathered around him, and
in their own language, he told them about the picmize on
the roll. When he prayed in their language there was com-
plete silence as they listened intently to him as he talked to
God. At the conclusion of the prayer Wiles and Stewart
were subjected to very close scrutiny by three men from a
neighbouring Big Nambas village. These men put their
hands inside the shirt sleeves and felt Wiles lower arm.
Stewart had his trouser legs pulled up until they got a good
look at the calves of his legs. They also inspected the hats,
glasses, collars, clothes and boots of the two men.?

Toward the end of October 1916 the Tanmaru people
completed a small building for the Wiles.

On 19 Febrary 1917 Nakambat made a surprise visit to
Matanavat. Alma Wiles who had not seen him before de-
scribed him as a fine, big healthy looking man. Nakambat
told Norman and Alma Wiles that the people had finished
thatching their school house and thart the walls were party
finished and that they had plans to finish it quickly. How-
ever, he also stipulated that the mission should comply
with their promise to erect a teacher's house and go and
teach them. Alma Wiles wrote of the urgent need for an
earnest man and his wife who had a real love for souls ‘to

Stewart with a Big Nambas man

Bamboos were secured as a bed and wild
canes, which were plentiful, were plaited
into a table and the house was furnished. As the Wiles
were settling in the men and boys crowded around watch-
ing operations and taking special note of the first white
woman they had seen. One man went for some firewood
and another brought water in a bamboo from the creck
about three kilometres away. For a few matches or a little
rce the Wiles were able to get anything done. Water, how-
ever, was a problem and both Norman and Alma had to
use economy and also watch the way they emptied the
water from the bamboo.
Norman Wiles writing of their experience said:

We had no difficulty in becoming acquainted with
the men and boys, but the women were very shy.
Taking the all important medicine bag we went to
the village. The men have a lot of skin discase and we
were able to help many of them by administering
vaseline and chrysophanic acid. As I had not yet
mastered the language we often got stuck for words
and had to appeal to others for explanations, but got
along fairly well on the whole.12

When Nakambat learned that Alma would like to see his
house and wives he willingly led the way. His wives soon
appeared from their gardens. They were loaded with ba-
nanas, yams, firewood, etc. Alma counted nine of them
and as they came toward her they did so in a stooped posi-
tion as they were forbidden to walk uprght in the presence
of men. They also had to sit down.

Norman Wiles learned that there were no less than six-
teen villages, each with a population of from one hundred
to three hundred, and that they all spoke the same lan-
guage. When he heard this he immediately realised that he
would be able to carry on an extensive work once he had
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fully mastered their language.

Each morming the young missionaries walked from their
house to the village and conducted worship for the men
and boys. Between forty and fifty attended each day. On
the last morning they had two meetings and forty-two at-
tended the first meeting and forty the second. They recog-
nised that an interest was growing each day and that the
men and boys had the ability to sing and answer questions.
A promise was made to Alma that as soon as she had
learned sufficient of the language the women would be
allowed to attend school.

Norman also noted that the people were very loyal to
their chief and submitted to all that he said and he further
recognised that if Nakambart, was opposed it would be very
difficult to hold the interest of the people. Nakambat was
able to answer questions regarding the creation of the
world and the origin of the human race.

During this time a chief and a number of his men from
a neighbouring village which was several kilometres inland
from Tanmar visited the village of Tanmaru. Nakambat
introduced the chief to Wiles.

Norman Wiles, not missing an opportunity to witness,
sat down and talked to the visitor, a large man about six
feet tall. He wanted to know more about the school, but
said he did not want the school as he thought it would not
be much good. Then Nakambat and his men began telling
the visiting chief that the school was good and gave him a
real sermon while Wiles sat and let them talk. The number
of people in his village was like the leaves of the trees. He
felt thankful for what had been done and believed that the
Spirit of God was going before them.!?

o 9

Captain G F Jones & his wife Marion and the Melanesia

In November 1917, Captain G F Jones and his wife
arrived on the Melanesia at Port Vila, Vanuatu from the
Solomon Islands and after Customs sailed for Atchin arriv-
ing on November 7.

The following day Jones and Stewart left for Matanavat
to visit Norman and Alma Wiles. Norman Wiles joined

them for the journey to Tanmaru.
Writing of this experience Jones said:

It had been raining and with the tall grass through
which we had to walk we were wet through after a
short distance. We reached the top, however, after an
hour's walk and introduced ourselves to the chief
and his people. We then went into our grass hut and
took our clothes off to dry. As I took no change with
me I wrapped myself around with my blanket and we
slept on some shaky bamboo sticks while our clothes
were drying ... We met all the men folk in the early
morning, and I spoke to them for about forty min-
utes, Brother Wiles interpreting.’#

When they returned to the beach Nakambat and some of
his men were invited on board the Melamesia where they
sang one of their mountain songs in perfect unison and
harmony.

Before moving permanently to Tanmaru Norman and
Alma, because of ill health, returned to Australia on fur-
lough. Norman was suffering from malaria bordering on
black water fever. (Black water fever is a dangerous com-
plication of malaria and is characterised by the passage of
dark red to black urine, severe toxicity and high morrality,
especially for Europeans). During their absence from the
field Stewart made frequent visits to Tanmaru and on one
oceasion took with him Jope Laweloa the Fijian worker.
This was about April, 1918. When they arcived in the vil-
lage not too much attention was given them as prepara-
tions for a dance to be held that night were underway and
everyone seemed to be involved. Stewart and Jope were
taken to a Nakamal (men's house), along narrow hut with
the roof resting on the ground and only one small opening
about two feet six inches square.!5

As they had no lamp they decided, whilst it was sdll day
light, to enter the hut to see where they would eventally
sleep. As their eyes became accustomed to the semidark-
ness they discovered a large pile of stones in the middle of
the hut on which lay a roasted pig. Alongside the pile of
stones was a man lying on a leaf mat who responded to
Stewart and Lawecloa's gaze by saying, ‘Masta mi sik’. On
the other side of the fire was a narrow bunk consisting of
about five picces of bamboo tied together. When Stewart
felt the ridges of the bamboo and saw that the length of
the bed was only five foot long he decided to try the
earthen floor. He found two plaited leaf mats which he
spread on the floor where there was the least dust and as
far from the pig as he could get.

The two men found that the far end of the Nakamal
was partitioned off with rough sticks standing on end and
making a small enclosure for the occupant to hide in time
of war. When he and Laweloa found another plaited leaf
mat they prepared to spend the night in the small enclo-
sure.

Before it became dark they went outside and treated the
sick. After eating a few biscuits that they had in their pock-
ets and having worship with the sick man, they decided to
retire early for they were told that during the night a num-
ber of people from some distance away would arrive and
dance until day break.

Stewart used his camera for a pillow and tiied to rest.
He wrote of his expenience thus:



We lay and turned for some time and then I sug-
gested to Jope that for a change we get up and walk
arouad awlile. We came to the dancing ground and
there, nnder the flickering light of the wild cane
torches, we could see the pamted fgares glstening
with perspiration as each man danced and yelled, at
the zame time, holding his mmsket firmly in his
hands.

We reticed to our humble beds and waited the cessa-
tion of nocise at break of day. When they were fin-
ished we were ready to begin, and gathering & few of
the men around, who had attended services before,
we started singing s hymn in the Big Nambas lan-
guage which Norman Wiles had translated. Then in
Baslama I baefly told them the story of redemption
and had those nearest me interpret it :nto theiw own
language which the wisitors naderstood. 18

Not long aftersards Stewast and Jope setumed to the
zmall mession vessel and made their war to Atchin

Government Approval Granted

In the latter pact of 1918 Andrew Stewart wrote that oa
the Sabbath before, the British Resident's wessel had
passed, landing some maid and mformung them that the
Fesideat, Mr. Fing, wonld probably call on hiz retun a
few days later. They planned at once to go to Taamam to
brng the chuef, Nakambat, and some of his men back to
wait for Mr. King's retum 17 Stewart had not long returned
to Atchun when he receved ancther message from Mic
King requesting hum to go to the island of Vao, which was
nearhy, to see hum. Stewart took Nakambat and his men
with him. The Commissioner questioned the cluef closely.
Nakambat was grren an opportunity to talk and each time
he replied he included the words, “we want the mussionary
to come and live amongst us’. (Olketa man i wantem mis-
nari emi stap wetem mipala).

When asked why he wanted the Eusopeans to Live with
them Nakambat replied that the school was good and if
trouble agose he would have the missionary to sepzesent
his case to the Government. M. King was not fully con-
vinced that it would be wise to settle in the outskirts of the
village of Tanmam, however when Stewast explained to
him that it was the mntention of the oussion to buidd a
haonse near the coast and not in the village he was satisfied
and gave his approval for Alma and Nocman Wiles to Live
in the area.

Uith the Commissiones's approval being granted work
began immediately on erecting a house for them. The place
was oa an elevation about cne and a half kilometres from
the beach. The house when completed was tweaty-four
feet by thirteen feet with a froat and back verandah. Stew-
art stated they would commence work there and later de-
termine whese the permanent mission site would be. %® He
recognised that becanse of the tersain of the area it would
be difficult to make roads and therefore next to impossible
to convey bulding matesal and other requisements to the
top of the mouatain range where the majority of the peo-
ple Lived.

MNews of the proposed establishment of the mission was
voiced among the other Big Nambas willages and Stewart
remarked that the leading men from other willages had
visited the mussion and for the first time looked upon
‘sawn timber, comugated iwon and the “faic skin™ of the
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missionary carpenter.’l?

It was also in the latter part of 1918 that Norman and
Alma Wiles returned to Atchun. They remained on the
island for appromimately ome year. Thiz situation was
brought sbout because & French recrmiter had been shot
dead at Espiegles Bay on Nocth-west Malekula wlule he
was attempting to land on the beach. The area was de-
clared a no go zone for Europeans. The ban was lifted
about December 1919, The Wiles returned to the tecritory

of the Big Nambas either in December 1919 or eady Janun-
ary 192020

Wiles treating the old man with hiz hand Blown off.

Oa 1 Febuary 1920 Wiles wrote about an anxious time
he was having. An old man of Tanmiel near AMatanavat had
blowa off his hand with dyoamite wlele attemptiag to il
fich. There was no doctor close by and ther had ne launch
so Wiles amputated it without anaesthetic. It was a diffienlt
task. He hoped that the man would survive and that he
conld get medieal help from somewhere. 1

Wiles then spoke about the murder of the Freachman
at Espiegles Bay and of the Batish and Freach expedition
that resulted in the killing of several people. One of the mni-
Vanuatu men killed was & brother of the chief of the wi-
lage that :nstigated the killing of the Euzopean. The chief
mourned his brother's death and refuzed to wear his nsual
dress and eat yam vatl a white man was killed and he had
eaten his flesh. To help baag this about he handed two
cartridges to the same two men who had done the shoot-
ing hefore and told them to kill the nussionacy at Tanmam,

The would-be killers set out on their task and came to
within one and a half kilometres of the Tanmam mission.
As they neared the gasdens a shotgun was fired at a pigeon.
This act frightened the two men and at the same time no
doubt saved the lives of Nomman and Alms Wiles.

Wiles thought that the story was feasible but was not
suze whether it was cocrect. They did not let the sitnation
worry them as they believed that God had slready shown
them his protection.

Some tume later eacly in 1922 Harold Blunden, from the
Home hlssions department of the Awustmalasian Unson
Conference in Sydoey, made a report concerning the inci-
dent. He wrote:
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At Espiegles Bay,—[about twelve kilometres] from
the landing near our mizsion home three years ago a
French recrniter was shot dead while he was attempt-
ing to land on the beach ... A puaitive expedition
wisited theze people and shot three of the natrves
amongst them the man who had musdered the
Frenchman. The brother of this man cast off his belt,
which is an emblen: of revenge™, and declared that
he wonld not eat yarn until he had secured the hlood
of 2 white man in repayment for his brother's death
[*This meant before the next season arrived]. . Some
of his people prowled around the locality sumround-
ing the missica house for some time, and one day
Brother Wiles was wacned from theee quarters that a
plot had been laid for his life 2

After the episode related abowve Norman Wiles reported on
the deteriorating sitation i the area. He said that there
had been a war on between thew village and another nllage
mnland. The people were all in the village crowded together
with muskets ready. They were cn guard night and day
ready for the least sign of trouble. Up to that stage no one
had been seriously hust although one man had been shot in
the leg. He was nnable to say how things were becanse he
had been laswd np with & sore foot. Ther had heard shots
and the doums beating and wondered whether there had
been a cannibal feast.

Their house was almost finished except for the back
verandah and they were waiting for their roof which was to
he made of nstive matecials. The finishing of the school-
house was also held up. He made the remark that it would
not be of much use if they did not have a congregation. 2

On 11 Februacy 1920 Wiles wrote:

I don't know if there is much more to report. I have
already weitten telling of the trouble which has arisen
here. Things are still nasettled, there having been no
commumcation between the two willages. Some of
the natives have ventared out in search of food only
to hugy home sgain as scon as possible. The old
chief Nakambat, became concerned about ons safety
and feared lest the Amol [Amok] people wonld
cshoot us. He asked some of the men to come and
guard ns, but as none seemed willing, he came him-
self wuth two others. We fmed them up a place to
sleep snd they spent three mights. The mosguitoss
were extza bad just at that tme and they hardly slept
at all becanze of them. When their three days wece
finished they said they were going home, but that
some others would relieve them and keep gnard over
us. The others did not come, howeves, and we are
alone again with the sick man and lus compamons.
When the cluef was hece he demanded that we close
the front dooss, no matter how hot it was. One night
& dog came around and made a acise. Mnskets were
cocked at once and all was in readiness. We were
pleased to see that they felt a responsbility for ous
safety although we did not feel the need of protec-
tion. Since his wisit here the chief has lost another
sou, three or fons yeass old. He says that he has lost
twenty children by death. and ascribes it to the fact
that some men from a distant village placed poison
in his house. He says that he and lus people come to
school now, and why s it that God does not help

him and stop his people and family from dying?2*

Wiles carsied out o censis of Tanmara village and found
that there were three huadred and two people in the wil-
lage. He was told that other nllages had more inhabatants
and some had less. He also remacked that he would have
to make s new alphabet to accommodate the souads. He
maintained that the people, although oumesous, wese dy-
ing aut and that hardly any children were to be seen. Many
parents had only one child and manay of the men had no
wives. He said we were yust in time with the gospel or
there would be none left.

When Andrew Stewact visited Malekula toward the end
of Masch 1920 he found both Nowman aad Almas Wiles,
sick with fever, and as the people of Tanmam were in a
rather unsettled frame of mind, because they had been
attacked by a aeighbouring trhe, he decided to take the
vonng missionaries back to Atchin to enahle them to recu-
perate. The change seemed to do them the woild of good
and Stewart returned them to thew outpost. It was the last
tume he was to see Norman Wiles.
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TRAINING SECONDARY TEACHERS
AT FULTON COLLEGE, FIJI-1970-1954

SRR N R

Don Hellzday M4, MEd
waz born in Adelaide Sth
Australia, and spent s chuld-
hood i Hobart, Christelureh
(NEZ), and Wakroonga
(Syvaney). After praduaiing
Jrom the teachers’ course at the
Australasnian Missionary
College tn 19435, he com-
menced @ long, varted and
JFrusgful serwice in education
Jor the ehurch.

Don taught secondary elasses
at Burwood in Syaney, Avon-
dale High, Neweastlz, Pa-
panni i Christchurch (where
e helped tn the school's repis-
frafion a5 @ secondary school),
and af Strathfteld in Syaney.
Then follotwed service i col-

leges af Longburn im NZ,
Fulton in Fijt where he served
as Reguatrar for 6 veers, and
Avendale College as Registrar
Jor ¢ years. Following 2 years
e Sydney he served in Pagua,
Jirst ot Mt Diamond (1950~
82) and then D the nevely
establizhed Pacific Adventist
College unil 1985 He then
spent 4 years as Education
Director for the CPUM.
Sinee retirement i 1959, Dan
s piven shorf-term aasis-
tance af Sonoma, Paglum,
and PAU in PNG
He 15 married fo Daplne (nee
Chapman), also a teacher, and
their @ daughters,
Colleen and Marion, alze
tratned as feachers.

Tidays we at Alston-
ville, NSH"

]_\* 1941 FULTON stacted as 2 training
school for munisters, pomary teach-
egs, and office woskers in the Fip Mission.
After the formation of the Central Pacific
(CPUM) of the SDA
Chuech mn 1949, it became the main tran-

Union MAlssion,

ing ceatre and major secondary school for
the new segional organization, staffed
mainly by expatriste teachers.

Acs eduestionsl standsrds rose i its van-
ous tersitones, secondary classes  were
added cn top of their exmistng pomary
schools, and by the end of the 1960s it was
becoming obwious that these developing
secondary schools could not continue to be
staffed by expatnates, and thns aational
teachers wounld have to be trained. Indeed,
some voung people had alseady gone to
Avondale College in NSW, Australia for
teaining.  Further, national governments
were mereasmngly insistent that expatriates
he replaced by local staff.

Other developments suggested a possi-
bility of doing some secondary teaches
training at Fulton, rather than sending pro-
spective teachers to Anstralia. Late in the
1960s, Fulten followed the example of
other secondary schools in Fij in switching
fromy the Buitish systemy of secondary ex-
aminations (the Cambridge Senior) to the
New Zealand system (the New Zealand
School Cestificate). (The present writer
found himself involved in this changeover,
since he was the only teacher on the Fulton
staff who had recently tanght i a NZ sec-
ondary school) More studeats were now
passing the Fiji Junior Examination (at the
Form 4 level) and passing on into Form 5,
where the brighter students could progress
to the New Zealand examination, and pass
it, too, snce it was somewhat easier than
the Butish exam. Thus there was a pool of
prospectve stadents with a higher aca-
demic level who conld possibly become
secondary teachers. It happened that just at
thus time several chuldren of expatriate staff
were approaching the end of the available
secondary classes, and there were seversl
bright aatiznal studeats in the same class.

At the zame time the Vatuvonn school
and the newer MNavessn school were adding
secondary classes, as also were the schools
at Beulsh (Tongs), Papa'aroa (Coock Is-
lands), Packes (New Hebodes as it then
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was), and Lalovaea (Samoa). Thus Fulton
was no longer the only secondary school in
the CPULL And this reflected a trend in all
the island education systems. Fip tn partion-
lar had a new policy of extending some
secondary education to country districts by
fonading janior secondary schools which
would cover Forms 1 to 4.

Furthesmore, at this same time the Uni-
versity of the South Pacific wasz beng
hronght inte being, on & campus near Swva
which was formedy a fljng boat base for
the Foyal New Zealand Air Force. One of
the course: proposed for this university
was a umior secondary teaching conrse,
which would take students with & good
pass at the Form 2 level and give them
thzee vears of academic and professional
training. I recall that the foundation Profes-
sor of Education, Professor Honeybone,
told 1s that they would be training teachers
to teach courses that did not yet emst m
schools that did not yet exist Professor
Honevbone managed to get a grant from
UINESCO to finance ten subject experts
who would coocrdinate the development of
courses and text books in thewr subjects for
the proposed
schools.

new  puuor  seccaday

In January 1969, at a time when many
teachers from round the CPULI had come
to Fulton for & meeting of the CPUM Edu-

caticnal Advisory Committee. They

The ‘new student’ (Don Halliday) being en-
rolled by Sakiusa Yavavalaviaviaturagalevu
(1970)



1970 Teaching Staff L to R Back row: M Tuiwawa, U P Jerome, R M Ferguson, W J Driscoll, W P Miller, R M O'Hara, B | Peach,
D Tame, K J Moore, J H Rowden: Front row: R K Wilkinson, Ruth Wilkinson, F Rogoyawa, Hazel Eaton, Linda Driscoll,
J Cernik (Principal), Lois Cernik, Adrienne Peach, Beverly Mitchell, Daphne Halliday, D J Halliday.

dizcussed the upgrading of both teaching and ministerial
congses for the regional institntion. A new theclogy course
at diploma level, with Form 5 entry standacd, was to sun
addition to the existing lower level mumisterial course, and
it was recommended that we start a secondary teachung
cougse 1 the following yvear with a Form 6 entry level. It
was felt that a two-year professions] course after Form 6
would be equivalent to the University's three-year coucse
following Form 5. It was also felt that the secondary teach-
ing and theology courses could have some common sub-
jects in English and Bible, thus cutting dowa on the extra
teaching time that would be sequized.

It was in fact already planned to offer Foom 6 that yeac
(1969, with the aforementioned class of expatriate and
competent national students providing the initial intake.
This was accomplished without an merease in staff, as we
were discontinming one of the five classes :n Forms 3 and
4, leaving only two classes for each of those forms. It was
anticipated that stadents who were snceessful in the new
Form 6 class could form the first intake into the proposed
secondary teaching conrse. It was pointed out that the
secondary schools :n the CPUL could at once absorh ten
graduates from such a coucse if we had it, and it was hoped

The Pioneers: The first group of students from the Bismark-
Solomon & Coral Sea Union Missions for the Secondary
Teacher Training Course.

that the other two island regional organizations (Bismark-
Solemens, and Coral Sea Union Missions of the SDA
Chuogel) would also contdbute stadents, since they were
hehind the CPUM in educations]l standacds and weze
hardly in a postiion to provide simular cousses in their own
traimng colleges.

The Adwisory Committee's recommendation was sp-
proved by the CPUM E=zecutive Committee ! It was then
forwarded to the headquarters of the Australasian Division
of the SDA Church in Sydney for its approval. De Edward
E White, the Division Education Director, and Pastos
Gosdon Lee, the CPUL President, offered some com-
ments and gquestions on the proposed cousse, and theic
concerns were refecred to a subcommittes consisting of
Pastor Ken Gray, CPUM Education Director, and Fulton's
Academse Commuttee. This subcommittee met 1 Febooary
and subsequently reported to the CPFUM Executrre.

Thiz committee recommended that the other two e
gional crganisations, the BSUM and CSUM, be invited to
send students who had a good pass at the Form 4 lewvel,
and they could then complete their secondary education
and do their professional twaining at Fulton. We pointed
out that our three-year consse after Form 5 was equivalent
to the Unmersity's three-year course, and that students
were domng three yvears of academic education (Forms 3B,
ZA, and 6) after Form 4 before entecing the cowrse, and
thus could confidently expect to be capable of handling
Form 4 classes. Chue Fulton staff had been improved by
the addition of degreed national staff. The new cousse
when fully operational wonld require 37 teaching periods
(which mught pechaps be reduced by teaching some sub-
jects m alternate years only), and thn: we would need one
extra expatnate teacher to start with, and perhsps another
the following yesr. These would of course require new
honsing. We proposed to train teachers initially to teach
Bible, English, and either History/ Geography or Science/
Mathematics, At a later stage pechaps commercial and
mannal subjects could be added. These recommendations
wese accepted by the CPULM Committee and passed on to
the Australasian Division which agreed to the plan? Now



we wese able to make arrangements for the new cousse.

Thus when the College commenced for 1970 addational
staff, housing and equipment wese in place and we had
students ready to begin tramung. In the mitial class some
were admitted on a2 mature age basis but with previons
pumary teaclung expecence, while others had completed
the Form 6 class in the previons vear. Four of these stu-
dents gradnated the following vear as our first secondary
teaching graduates.

Three of the 1971 secondary teaching graduates.

The year 1970 also macked the stact of & wider sphere of
inflaence for Fulton, for in that vear we had a2 numbers of
students from Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Is-
lands who had completed the MNew Gunes School Cectafz-
cate and were suhsidised by their respective regionsal or-
ganisations. These stndents had first to complete their sec-
ondary eduecation. The Solomen Islanders and some Papua
New Gunean students managed to cope with Form 5 and
pass their School Certificate, and thence go on through
Form 6 and the secondary teaching course, graduating in
1973 after a total of four vears at Fulton. The other Papua
New Guinean students were not so fortuaate. They flona-
dered in Form 5, and we informed their regional organisa-
tion that they would have to repeat the yeas. The CSUM
Secretary informed me that they could not see the value in
this; after another four years they would still have no more
than & diploma, wheseas in Papua New Guinea they could
immediately enter the newly formed University of Papua
New Gunes and complete a degree in the same time. The
CEUM, thecefore, withdsew those studeats and sent them
instead to theis own university.

In the years that followed the secondary teaching cousse
was both broadened and lengthened. It was broadened to

37
include moge teaching subjects, namely Industosl Asts,
Home Economics, and Commerce {secretarial, accounting,
and econcm:l.ic:s:j-.'} Ia 1979 it was lengthened to extend over
three vears instead of the oniginal two, and the first gradn-
ates from the longer conrse completed their work 10 1981.#

Ovwer a period of fourteen yesrs Fulton College’ con-
teidbuted 103 secondary teaching graduates to the teaching
force of the three regional ocganizations$ The best year
was 1977, when 17 graduated, closely followed by 1978,
with 16 graduwates. The CPUM contrhuted students from
Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, and the Cook Islands, while the others
sent studeats from PNG, Solomen Lslands, Fiobati, Vanna-
atu, and Twrals. By the end of that time most of the teach-
ing in our island junior secondary schoels was being done
by national teachess, many of them Fulton graduates.

It was expected that in time Fulton would raise its stan-
dard still fucther to tramn teachers for the higher classes m
secondary schools also. But this was not to be. When the
Scuth Pacific Division planned a new tertiasry college for
the islands, it was decided to locate it in Papua New
Guines, where we had the largest Adwventist population.
Pomary teaclung, ounistenal, and commescil cousses,
which had a set congse of study, could continue at Fulton,
bt secondary teaching, whese students could zelect from a
wide acray of teachung fields, requized a vanety of specialist
lecturers and teaching equipment which we could not af-
ford in morge than one island college. Thus at the stact of
the 1984 school yvear new secondary teaching studeats
from all over the islands converged on Pacific Adventist
Ceollege, not on Fulton. These students :ncluded some who
were starting the new course after finishing Form 6 at Ful-
ton, some who had slready done a year of the Fultoa
coucse, and others who had previously completed Fulton's
comese and were coming to stady for 2 degree after a few
years of teaching. With the graduation of a solitary secon-
dagy teaching student at the end of that year, the secondary
teaching course at Fulton came to an end. But the infla-
ence of that course lives om as its graduates aze today
teaching in Seventh-day Adventist secondary schools all
over the South Pacific, many of them in positions of lead-
ershup.
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What Beabers Jre Saping

“Tt is good to keep our historical heritage ever before us, It gives us a sense of being who we are” JT PNG

* Good variety of articles. Something for everyone interested in our mission history.” AR NSW

“4 great Journal of the history of the Adventist missions in the Pacific.,” HH NSW

“How wonderfully God has bleszed and led through the yvears.™ M D VIC

“Most of the authors are known to me and most of the settings are familiar, Interesting stuff.” RR QLD

“It is inspiring to lock into past history and to recognize that vou know many of the early workers in the South Pacific Division's mis-

sion field territory.” RF USA

“I enjoved every page. Thank you again for an excellent document.” HR USA a
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Island of
Tears

i L. Tiay andd s Sivury s Fidnmirn

The mutiny on the
Bounty and the settle-
ment by the Bownty mu-
tineers om Pitcawrn [s-
land 15 a stery of enor-
mous khistorical interest

and wfamy known to
millions. Heowever, few
know the detals of the sequel; the equally amazmg
story of the entrance of the Seventh-day Adventist mes-
sage into the isolated outpost of Pitcawrn in the south
east Pacifie,

As the head of the Pitcarrn Island Study Group at
Pacific Union College mn California, Herbert Ford s
well informed on Pitcarn's religions history. Although
briefly told :n a mere 79 pages, he clearly traces the
experience of ploneer missionary, John I Tay, and his
quest to evangelize the 1sland. Ford also relates events
preceding Tay's voyage including the wrech of the
IFildwawe on Oeno Atoll in 1855 and Capt Knowles'
voyage to Pitcarn in search of help. It was this same
captain whe, some years earher, had talken a parcel from
James White and John Loughborough to the people of

Piteairn.

Following the acceptance of the Adventst messags,
by the entire population Ford relates Tay's appeal to the
General Conference headquarters m Battle Creek, USA,
for an ordamned mimster to baptise the new converts.
The ill4ated voyage of Andrew J Cudney on the Phoske
Chapmeanr m 1885 15 well told. All aboard in the ship they
had had built for the journey perished at sea.

The construction of the boat Pifeairn, 1ts first voy-
age, the baptism of the 1slanders in 1590, and the con-
tinuing voyage of the Pitrairn to other Pacific 1slands, as
well as the tragic and untimely deaths of John Tay m
Fi1 and Captain Marsh in Auckland, conclude the story.

Three small detals are omutted from this excellent
book. Firstly, the Thursday October Christian, traned
b}-‘ Bounty mutineer John Adams -:p26]. and the man of
the zame name who was first to accept the Adventist
message m 1856 (p+3), were not the same person. He
was actually the son of his namesake, and grandson of
Fletcher Christian, the mutineer. 5-econd]._v. The author
states that the tracts delivered mm a parcel by Capt
Knowles were read briefly after their delivery, but he
fails to note that they were reread with mereasing mnter-
est nearly 10 years later before Tay arrved which
helped te pave the way for the ready acceptance of Tay's
message. Thirdly, no mention 1s made of the remarkable
fact that not one of the 1slanders who accepted the Ad-
ventist message mn 1856 had died i the ¢ years that
elapsed before the Piteairn arrived and all were baptised.
This 15 an example of the providence of God, which
really permeates the entire story

Pr Maleolm Bull (Missionary on Pitearn 19382-85) O

I etters

“InVol 3 No 1 p 30 of the Journal ...I was surprised to read that he commenced the ‘Carols by Candlelight Program’
when he refurned to Anstralia in 1968...1 had sung in previous programs in the early 1050s.”

Life Sketches—Laurence A Gilmore

Mrs June Nirmal, Western Sydney, NSW

You are correct, June. The program did commence in the early 1950's. Where the Life Skefch states commenced, it

should read recommenced. —editor

Contents—Picture Captions Vol 3 No 2 p3. “The thumbnail picture listed as Pr G Branster, should be Pr A Gath-
ercole. He had a similar hair style to Pr Branster.” Pr Ron Taylor, Point Victoria, QLD

Decentralisation in the Australasian Division. Vol 3No2pig
1. Mrs Wendy Pietz of Cooranhong, NSW, has rightly peinted out that on p 27, it was Ted Fletcher and Betty,

not Ivy, who returned to Australia in 1957.

2 Pr Bert Cozens of Cooranbong, NSW, has correctly pointed ont that:
Pr Bert Pietz and not Pr Freeman McCutcheon was president of Vanuatu Mission in 1940, p 22.
The Ted Jones family transferred from Suva to Aore, not to Santo on leaving the CPUM., p 26.
Pr Reg Millsom's service at the CPUM was from 1963 until 1071, not 1974. p 27.
Pr Bert also =aid that not all of Eric Howse's roof was blown awayv during the cyclone (pz3, 26), for he has a slide

showing the north side still in place.

And he felt that the money provided by the ATUC for repairs to the boat Viking Ahoy was probably used to pur-

chase a new dingy. Reference 30 p 28

Thank yon for vour helpful contributions — article author, David Hay.

“Cleanse the Lepers”Vol 3 No1p18.

“In connection with the list of the staff members at the Mt Hagen Hansenide Colony June Rogers should read 1054 to

1959.” Mrs June Macaulay.

o

e E'.I.E'Ed to scud:.' t]'I.E worki:ng out DF Gﬂdli purpose in &!E l'Li.StDIvV Of na.tions a.n.d in I:he rE\'E-lﬂt.IQﬂ D{ th.ings o

come, that we may estimate at thewr true value things seen and unseen; that we may learn what 15 the true

arm of Iife; that viewing the things of ime m the hght of etermity, we may put them to thewr truest and noblest use.
Thus, learning here the prineiples of His lungdom and becoming its subjects and citizens, we may be prepared at His

coming to enter with Him into its possession. E G White, Edueation p 152 0O
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Vife Sketches

SARAT MALAGA was bornin
the village of Saleaaumua on
the eastern end of the island
of Upelu on the 23 June 1943
‘ She obtained her secondary
education at the Adventist
Central School ([ACS),
Lalovaea, Apia, a Diploma m

Primary Teaching (1967) and
a Diploma m Secondary Teaching (1979) at Ful-
ton College (Fip), a BEd from Pacific Adventist
College (PNG) 1n 1985, and a MEd from AIIAS
mn the Philippines in 1993.
Saral married Alatise in 1972,
She began her service for the church at ACS,
Lalovaea in 1968, as a teacher. She was the prin-
cipal at [akina in American Samoa, 1982-835, and

Samoa Adventist College (SAC) at Lalovaea,
1989-90, 1998—99; deputy principal at Papaaroa
College on Rarotonga mn the Cook Islands, 1951-
93, and at SAC m 1997, and education director,
Samoa Mission, 2001.

Sarai remarried early n 2003. Sadly she
passed to her rest in Auckland, NZ, on 30 August
of the same year.

Well educated and intelligent, Sara1 was a tal-
ented teacher who served well the interests of
Christian education. There are many students
who have benefited from her wisdom and experi-
ence. Having taught Sarai in her secondary
classes, the editor of the Jowrnal remembers her
as a diligent student, a careful thinker, and a good
Christian. She now sleeps from earthly worries,
awaiting the soon return of her Saviour and Lord.

ATSAKE KRABU entered this
world at Mualevu m the Laun
Group of the Fiju Islands on
29 July 1933. On completing
his secondary education at
Delana Methodist School at
Levuka on the Island of
Owalau, he attended Fulten

Missionary College mn Fip
from 1949 to 1955. On graduating from the Min-
1sterial Course in 1955 he commenced a 55 year
period of service for the church. Apart from a
year's study at the Australasian Missionary Cel-
lege 1n 1961, he served m the West Fip Mission
from 1934 to 60, in Fiji Mission as an evangelist,
radio broadcaster and departmental director dur-
ing the years of 1961 to 1977. From 1378 to 1983
he served as a departmental director and evangel-
ist, and for the next three years as president of
the mission. In 1987 he became the secretary of
the Central Pacific Union Mission, and from 1991

1stic series of meetings in Ba that he felt unwell
and his health deteriorated. Sadly he passed away
on Sunday 16 November 2003.

Aisale’s marriage to Seran Ravutu was con-
ducted by Ratu Semu on 6 February 1952, Smx
children were born to this umon: Salote, Vace-
maca, Tu, Alicl, Tiko and Sala.

Personable, talented and a powerful preacher,
Ausale was used of God to lead many people to
accept the Adventist message.

Pastor Robert Frame, a past president of the
Australasian Dhivision of the church, remembers
Aisake well. “T regard Aisake as the best interpreter I
ever had.” he sad. “He made me sound like a good
preacher during my wisits to Fiji” Another who
knew him says that his friendly and caring way
for people enabled God to use him m a varety of
positions. He was the first national president of
the Central Pacific Union Mission.

Aasake’s farth in his Saviour and Lord was

strong, and he now rests awaiting the call of the

the president until February 1594 when he re- Lifegiver.
tired. It was while he was conducting an evangel- a
Photo Credits
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Thomson: Cover #1; p 3 #6; p 22 Moala; p 26; p 28; p 29. John Howse: Cover #2. Glynn Litster: p 3 #2;
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Pacifi¢ Islands Translators

—preparing ‘good news’ literature while
students at the Australasian Missionary College

Cooranbong NSW

-

At Avondale 1911-13  1911-12, 1915 1909, 1913-17 1898-99  1913-14, 1917 191215

Vaiola Margaret Bofaiva Vai Frances Agnes Fred
Kerisome Williams Vaemola Waugh Dean Hunt
Country  Samoa-MIUE  AUSTRALIA ToNGA Cook Is FREMCH PoLy Samoa
Periodicals O le Tala English Talafekau Tuatua Te Marama- O le Tala
Mari Guidance Mo’oni Mou rama (later Mani
Tiarama)
Books Daniela
Christ Our  Christ Our
Saviour Saviour

Tracts were also prepared and sent to the islands
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