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A Salute to the Pioneers
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Recently my wife and | spent

through South Australia and Vvesrern o
Hexpkteped areas where her grandparents
1890s and early 1900s. When drought da
se Ptlig@d Afst9ppth Australia, they tried agze
rsaroanrdinMatrrraapviille, Victoria. We were i
|ns bers A

i h& opumfi%\é Ky, of Maryos forebears.

>acl,fp{n erqga,{qa]gyaulrm_)pressed by the courage,
hatplp ersiengme nnvaon dedvomen who pioneered Adven
"fdMg?\t"yﬁe Venﬁ ‘%f trﬁ‘f’oneers were young, oft:c¢
i Délseuisrcrprhasce of service. Metaphorically,
a school, or medical clinic, or mission
r
With no Bunnings Hardware Store around
was at hand. They scrimped and saved an
establishing representative campuses an
this they di not | ose sight of th-eir n
nous people and help build up Goddés chu
Every age needs its pioneers: those who
s:of fresh ideas, the ground of new ventu
gg?odayc‘)s innovators and artisans be<ome
cklmgnt of Godds gospel requires daily rec
ldc,lbis with previous issues of this journal
tt%inoneereoLdaﬁyavAﬁadwtahntist endeavour in the
are inspirational, their deeds worthy o
a challenge to all
me 10 in the year . Arnql_d Rey
(Education Administrat:
orfespondence,
ts, or change of
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A VISION to CHANGE:

;> -Personal accounts of the impact on people of
( | / . By J Ross Ja
Naal S Hi s Personalprfepar @ad cloynhi
Q\, ’ G Ray James, and edited by
<2y God o 25 added information from A
Bi ographpyPar tMALAKULWe didnot know what Iife was rea
of the culture indeed was so very different to
Pastor JolslepgEertainties, was exciting!
Ross Jamgs
RoOS s was blo n1918 my wife and |, Mabel Reeki e James,
Ballarat, - |0 Madidkdlaa,ge island located in the Central
mining towh Slandsheknowd? as tWanuwetsw,ern area of the Pa
sout hern qecQanéinge the work temporarily halted by Nor
Victoria, Afotrtamiasel yj ve had obtained all the necessa
were the dadyrsawonf shtorresept h@&r 8 s ahhey had arrived in Australia just p
handsome cabs. As h. \ﬁlhefnatv@eerarsrqrvve?dd at"$Matanavath on Mal akul a,
church as an evangellabspé'nlo’stanodf Wt”[ﬁ se@rﬁéypeople even embracing
childhood was spent inet,ghts sWRLWEE | M§ethB9%all of the beating to
were being conducted. |y he pnjght in dancing and revelry. The chil o
Ross graduated from tHENBURS &¥8&6 Adurasie aaf twerl dly excitement ever
Sydney Sanitarium in Jbthereaghar mabeserwediki ke a waste of time to
from the business couflste tdhteivhel dubephhgsi way of life again.
Missionary School, Coprganbong,, Negw 3FeYLR, of NOWeahehnhdi Al martbe
Wal es in 1917. The towqreespdnl’?drisdai@all for a missionary comi
Cooranbong in 1917 anjsiotndaatdeady fluarttenrers%ipletdne hillside.
on the Induna to the| South Sea |Islands of
Vanuatu, known then adnsheadyienf Hdwriinddeson the |l ower | and where t|
I sl ands. Their journ®g Wermrae [Coorndf i déwd twhe new site would be mor
Norfolk Islands, took|0&drmbhvESand!lta Wasnodt | ong though, before \
even when a developingmepél yndiegi pshoed amegji savage tribe in any
stay at Norfolk IslandMabel and me this was indeed a thrilling tin
As the festive season/Thal 68mMme BOdE, etNEeOUragi ng news. A second
James stayed on Atchirnfel 8fbhfAd &i s¢ghwed hjowse @mid had shown genuine
the <coast @®fast@en noeyh6at Ben tcheremoni al s. Real i sing we had not
island of Malakul a. nthhoau t t 14am® O &ilmhdead | § hedpeopl e in the adjoi
there, as well as manydaimhaynyl ipiigh9., apngdt badofequested a missionar
they proceeded south|wWeodeicheded il ® alge woft h them. So it was not
Mat anavath in Big Namhtub8iseviitaseg. Post ohfodF problems however,
two weeks however, PalOtforth&ndeow! st b@drthe same name! To differ
mi ssion station directwe 6 caktedapnes bslprsydMaéwat @and the other Har
attend the Union Conflddemdd fsedsidhme plrage where each Ilived. Ha
weeks passed before hegbpdtisgddfrom the wild eastern coastal ar ea
bef ore we recommended them for this biblical
Someti me after transflerring to Big Bay on
Santo Island, James plulrhceh awiefde | henvge Ifoopre dgonpat ure Christian charact
pounds on the Island otfasaos e sfurceEmg spd Ul &t {787 :
a French trader | ivingPlohgrtienses e hwal Isjde
island. The | and wagaBRRei ngt erdr ationi Hghosa
Di sputes about the I|BAd.- delTBiy®dwasstflilte
government approval offavehdeds,allkeifhdr t &b hg
ti me. because in past toif
been put t o deat hg
Foll owing the departung.9fpdbhe James in
they served i n Papua | from 1931 to 1936
Some years | ater JamegTBB8RANeCcatmed Wwhehnh starddy
Hel ena Sanitarium. S|[oM | R&9, tWwaDi Borthe ad i
August 11, 1926 in USRAYEe&iosn 9afanwo rokni niga naun.
21, 1930 in the SydnpB9opdenionarMalnmrkuhgad
daughter Rosma on Nov|@hmRekwager 16gxer j h w = =
Papua New Guinea. Ro k&9 €anodd MaMet Yr St iXned @ was
to live in Californiallhis home by his wife Al mdorman

n
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1923 William and Louisa Smith ar
Spiegel 6s Bay on Mal akul a. Ther
ome Christians. As time moved a@
It h, and we did not want to | ose

e them to the isla@mastofcAhasthiaf ol
main station was established.
se for them. To accomplish the
re was an unused, |l arge building
purchased the house, di smantl ed

be transported by sea back to
or undertaking for the weather
cessful, especially on maki ng
owing them to drift along the

arrival at Atchin, and with the G
e carried up to the higher grount’
house which |l ooked quite pictur g

I'l'ing would benefit the health
ir previous home built on | ower
i mated friendly.

day while Mabel and | were Vi

itors arrived to inform wus that-,ﬁ'.

iously ill. We were also told h

. As we highly valued Miri amés

n William heard the news he dec

roposed a walk around the coas &

ught t he message. Not bein

ommended taking the boat. B u-t

journey. Furthermore, I wa s

and, remembering there i s a

ween Mal akula and Australial

h warning of danger either. T hi

st, and when the waves are hi

ond the beach. But William ur ks

e two five gallon cans of avail

p at a petrol station and repl- T T : =0 e
sail part of the distance and onl'%/ aﬁliﬁn?lhet%cthoerr 5‘Hdwﬂ%§1is\/\;eae”rk{f

thus conserving our fuel towards belr?aria%tl'ar}oM'ssle?Pﬁ %%ml\éa.l

of f we sailed into a prevailinﬁ v ||l ed
tip of Mal akul a and between g™ ss ¢
an. It really became so turbu be |
the engine started. But as w sy ' M . VET €
dy to turn south, all of the <c c Al
l'iam suggested turning back, IS far
must do our best to reach our d mi

ing time and we could be too |

situation was <critical but we ke-pn|sorbohpo\k,asngpofsgr b|ay S|Ugiuthnah le @

re we might be able to make out o o—t——e——0o—h—o— —e—=med t h
been a disturbance out in the oce§ﬁ'%"&us“’|‘anbge hu&@s%wser]dlssotnoR?Y)
believers on Mal akul a.
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nd continue on up the beaches. thirfeethargeawhads blead spemtal t hems
inding an opening in the reef wawlwd whea vwee rbee esnp epeodsisnigh | eur bway ewoad
aves of foam were hiding all thewasvweist atbhireouegxhi tas.gapgoirmunbheéeekgefl
now some of the |l andmarks in thenyarsmainsgse Wwhisecemieghtt hteelbloaus ou
|l oser to the shore. When we re&dohédnbhel ghaowee weear i nhe hei Irli gdve
f Mat anavat h, | di dnodt proceed roeacthoe dSpgiuei geetlesr Bvaayt ebe dethi hdr t he
as too treacherous. room to anchor our boat and | et i
ff the shore at Mat anavat h, I tb'rﬁgd %htteobctngte .srtgh\(/a(fara\llvlltth r%ehse aler?dat
ol l owed our wusual habi't of counting He waves\.NI Afatlerrc}ptehree |l arg
aves had raced up the shore therWewraswasemabUtllmlnl.our journey al o
moved the boat quickly. A|'[h0lfl%h r\ge?aac%hglpngg ngg)y[fgheonge tn\éveotpt\elvr?lirg?e’g Zi
n the reef we concentrated on the aves. Then Wilupiam caFIe to
e while holding on to the shiposWi mdasta, pfrlaeytedrs ihnaveeura peaarytes . I" t rMe
eply was quick. iYou pray whil &@p ploiuc aatrieo nsst aennddi enagv otulrd meg d od r e @ u |
are for the boat. o As Wil liam Hegaans ot ad dkniinngi sttoe rGeodd ,a nl idn jreeccttieadn .t
slander with us to steer the boagtr adomtdl whatmplr ovedl haoompde dewent dalble:
n opening in the reef. The LoMWhi heswer ewdreut hepreaywe shel pTehde t o

who were il in the area, before

homes.

REFERENCES:

1. Spelling varies in articles, st:
exampl e: Mal ecul a, Mal ekul a,- Mal :
named seems to be quite widely us:¢
from this map: Oceania, the Pacif
Pol ynesi a, and Mel anesi a."Edintiven

c . 20009. Used by permission.

2. The country, now known as Vanuatt

as New Hebrides.

Mat anavath Church, Mal akul a I13s| éAmdr ew 6Gh®t avwaayrst ,ofAustral asi an
Nor man Wiles and G Ross Jmnmesks..

PartBPG BAY, <SIANdgICati on and primitive times were still o
bougainvillea grows and eventually spreads
flourish spiritually and ultimately show t
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en Andr ew!butre wair $si on director i standesnefl Mal atkhueik a and Santo and

Il and of Atchin in the South Pactifduwghtosunand etfierVvainaatean pPheseé otuw

own as the New Hebrides, returmamde firnonmuatﬂ@rmdiitmgpntheotenth

stralasian Uni on Conference Se S|on 'qeld in Octqber ?

ans were made to transfer t2He mi g narr fp' t e | vyere
I?n % KI gnBus bes kN Mal &

Two young couples who had workedl'sbgedha)rf cSoamctwctllynlgngscthorotlher to
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siting villages far and near, asdtthedyiomg tohuet ipgliaatd ngf wAtk hi wer
to another island. Lastl vy, wet memra,ngtehli § ochasogme widsnhtt sadasyehod
return to their home island of pAombfgymwe had come to know and app
t he interim a small, open | alunclhr imegd abeenh thidedchangeura deci
ui pment . Twenty feet in | ength i;&f‘ nneceacced A <cail and an
xiliary engine enabling it to 1 : <o mi |
hour . But if the tide fl owe £ e
avelling in there would be it tim
en the tide opposed us we did en
ough we made sl ow progress. 3 ,
ssel, 26 feet in |l ength moor ecih " it
ui sed along at seven miles an ‘ ' .
tually, we were most encouraged
the island of Ambrym, and we in
e progress of the young studen tgé ir
me s . They were | ike part of o Iy
rilled to know about one, Bar | hi
ople to build a school or churc - - -

Mi ssi on House Big Bay, Santo, New He
wever, we had to remember we

C



Stewart and myself on a tour by lamoarcd bhemhe I|Wer gender atnadodft Bang
to find a suitable |l ocation for esftffabtti shhad bheeepwmamdsstonastatcon

. . . but the had resisted such attempt

The island, 75 miles in length and on anyavera e 40 m|les in Wldtph

. . ospel t hat p r%uade l#]s to take |

consisted mainly of rugged mountaln areas. At the northern, end of

. - . . here was ,an ur%ency to retL[lrn t o

this | arge island it | ooked as if_ a gl ant_bilte had occur.red eavin
st atiion as soon as possible

remainder to form a big bay.

The Portuguese navigator Decuros ttﬁheorufgtehsf,rﬁ]hfn agt lglsgogg)r/e atv%yage
Australian continent when he Sailaebdouitntt eth]emm%idga?gytgglgal ggpeaslo(
call Addsttalia delwr’EiscphrrineaunsSa@ttlmt?osc{ulthetrhne smahler boat to the |
|l and of the Holy Spirit.o He settou tt%eormewiatthtogrhggcg)dgf tib% lr)nell)é
near a river he named Jordan and Icoagj]iend h\}vasssg]gtlzclamsleité g .entt]\/la't(leWe
Jerusal em. With the passing of w?%%sy%’%rrse tshqeue%glz)a tirnacteooq tee‘
early settlers today is the Iargeo%rd%% %freasluggrwé:agreraor(]:cgé)ytiggtatkh(
deep valley area of the river Jor\ﬁ’an.. 9 .
use in establishing awensetwe rsnt astii doen
When we visited the south of thei silsalnandfwSamiboed with interest
possible new | ocations. One nota]bnl eJupllyacelgwlags tthheetlwsol abnodatqsf gfl%rulg
for it was obvious that the | ocals there woyld have be f.ittep frc
S . | God 'wa's® with Us"&h%G noQ%lng real |
our minibstry i1n severa ways. our hearts were excited, wonder i n
Sailing further north we arrived aatyoBiingg Baoyu pdre tsted tnorgt budnd i kfe tel
i sland. Here we met Mr Fi sh, a homeeirn wh ov eriyn dil syo | santoewle dr ewgs o&0 o f
acres of attractive | and which h?tofl;] Eg \tzvgsselé)rcgoituisdus Vt\/eI mvgerf:
interested in the | and and its p'rA}r(%“ taingeszgaliﬁreteoqmdnth'smi nlfwoi nI
purchase it. What encouraged ust % ?gtapnwag 6e§ctethﬁaed pbreoenerst& N
provided access to the inland areas, as Welci as possible contact
with the peninsula on the other Tshiedel iatctrloes st itrhee dfay pevhee e weé haow
primitive Sukau people Ilived. conquering for Christ. So here w
Actually, in the rush of events W:e;ghga;di sntottohﬁ.eonvs;i;dgetriter:damteti hopenean%ait tha{)d oI
whet her the Sukau people in thiScaarrr%/?ngvokjlvlhltgvl?Paéjss, taonc Oorrked ir;
; suitcase and mattress ashor e, dec
at a |l ater ti me. News of our arr
Fish and his lovely island wife we
This gentleman had Iived in the al
hospitality amazed Mabel and me.
his house for our sl eeping quarte
the floor inside and | aid out the
from a Presbyterian missionary in
shook his feet and paws to remove
on to the suitcase not wanting
di smantled an old mosquito net whi
replaced it with our own. We al s
that was in the room.

'We 1dgizg try to sleep through the n
floor kept butting their horns ac

really have a beneficial ni ght oés

goats made sl eeping rather diffic
our mission director not to compl @
been quite generousacicomsnopmmltyiomg wt
would not have had other wise.

When morning dawned on Friday we
|l ocati on where our house was to b

most wurgent project, we had broug
Atchin who were already busy cutt|
and | worked with them until we h
|l and. But rain poured down most
weeks, when Brot her Stewart and
aided us in erecting a building o
kitchen. | remember wel |l the ence
L to R: Andrew Stewart and wife JeatnheJtF?oasms V\\j%rmlégdand Nwel)ﬁte’ Mggélle,ral s
Nor man Wiles and wife Al ma, Jope La\t/vg'leoalaaunndchlv??_et'f)orfiokram (\?wu{h t'htcihren'
two sons Maika and Semi. (Later, inal-sijpiostthse’y (Ng,’ésknaonv\gn raasftR?i'fﬁ'(later
on) Maika Laweloa, and Ratu (later on) Semi Lawel oa) in front of their

names.
T
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evening the smal/l kitchen wasbeomplienedt aeade we bkretspendiumg t wc
ove, feeling very pleased withsiheabedi mbioudg werrkad nmd ke wirtohm
is part of our new home. We c arrerviievde walteeri itreome sat nefar bhespebpye
ured it into a can and heated iptto@h et hheo wsetvoewre,. welroe nodutr idet e gést e
on were having a bath in a rourda,chegal vaniasnedi ntluiabn.d vThémgwe wer e
ved the bath out and prepared a6 Me aflelflod scoohodkdIn galomn g hMr sl &hees., |
stly we moved our bed into pldde waansd kRowewerd, aeneasoagbhg t o
mf ortable nightds sl eep. Now Bmolt hemciSntie wialme m@meralplJeo pteo choeutltder
turn home tEr aMticdtitmee i noft htehe t woug@gesteil an was made that by the
d continue eatin i
en it came time to visit t he IF agelt%e nexlt gdapyIg wal ked
ong quietly together. Our firsde wehstantenwaedngotbei wdy umwaoduto
rk out how we would cross a swihdéegdf |Isoonvi mpd eraiswveaelr bao ihaveway hteo
e sea. At high tide however, iLtulwad apiledierr.t o He twoatk etdhealomnh gs i
ross was to swim to the other sviadleunteered to obtain | ocal thatec
B t | t I
thinking more about the problemeIdWZegtdedmedSd:IneI:ndIdladl gara Iadcuhi
ter time when the tide was outadth ater Idg Iyybpwalst
ep. But our island men thoughThiwseries qfudWeprhcagprpe/sstoocccaurrrryedus V
ross the river. With that featraesomml iplhaece , weamwd!l wéedhalwadd apl
ft, sandy beach to reach the viflrlaargeework for our bedroom. End p
e pol e a haped. Then bamb
had hoped to see some of t qq er(f bW S SII pwe saw weref '
, an B f] a lece o wWo
e heels of people dlsappearlng nto the area e Heo?Ie
These wer e en over }1 e op
ampered away at the sight of ¥vh|te rﬁeoople co |ng t their .
he bambo ridge plates were |ike
I 1 age. There was however, one or twaq ol d men who couldpot r?n
. . . oconut galm Ieav(?s cut rom ree
0O just sat in their houses. \then Yve g r1pache thgm t hey
. . anﬁ plapt § OI!’]. us . amboo was a
oked at us and made signs with thei Ean s whi ch mystlfledb us
. . snp]oothe ovebr ?reek gr?vel F]ough
return we made signs which we thought pro bT'y mystifired t gm
t he flocl) . n . due’ time OAJI’ edr
0. I't was a case of strange antics a I round. Having one our
. . hagr[])y w the new, room
st to communicate with the old m t e was nothing else for
to do but to return home and Wiontiope@ thet pcero pd eMest uoonn fviidseintc ewe
uld meet a more friendly and herhoprftuds gofoupunfsp gphe. one Would <
. possi bl a ded. i
er the s?ven.years we | ived on hﬁg WSYF‘HS }/ S ﬁléo ht Qg;\hddw retl
e peoplebs sign |l anguage. An w wer e fur her enc urag
en an ol d ma n came near and Adbteftriimensd etdr awse:l bhi seavawas peril o
l uatamel ee. He actually, was tome foiccaatsi man 61 o haentaumaroowt esoa]
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